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Editorial

Dear Chess Friends,

It is with great pleasure that

the Irish  Chess  Union

launches the first edition of

Junior Chess Corner, a chess

magazine for young lIrish

chess players. Currently Irish

chess stands at a unigque crossroads.

Thanks in part to the highly successful

Checkmate chess in schools program, and

the dedication of many chess enthusiasts

and organizers, the last ten years have seen

an explosion of interest in Ireland in the

world’'s oldest and most fascinating of

sports. Currently we estimate that there are

upwards of 8,000 children playing the game
on a regular basis in primary and secondary schools across the country. Junior Chess
Corner hopes to provide an outlet for young Irish chess p layers to learn more about
chess and also to follow the exploits of the top Ir ish boys and girls in their own age
groups. This first issue, features a number of top Irish juniors, including David
Fitzsimons (15) from Dublin, who recently become th e youngest ever Irishman to beat
a Grandmaster at an International tournament in Spa  in. Here you can also read about
one of Ireland’s most exciting young prospects, Poo rnima Menon (14) from Kilkenny,
who last summer represented the Irish Senior Women’ s team at the Chess Olympiad in
Turin. For those who have only taken up the game re cently, see how Ryan Rhys
Griffiths of Kilkenny, obtained an international ch ess rating after only two years of
playing chess that placed him in the top twenty che ss players of his age in the world.
We hope that these and other stories will be inspir  ations to the many children who play
chess across the country. As the summer approaches, many parents whose children
have recently taken up the game may wonder what is involved in bringing your child to
a chess tournament either at home or abroad, so we have asked a number of parents to
give their views and provide advice to those who ar e new to Irish chess and you can
read what they have to say in Meet the Parents !

Lastly, this summer marks two exciting Internationa | Chess Events, which will involve
young lrish players. The first sees the return of the Irish Championships to the Royal
Dublin Hotel, from 30 ™ June to the 8 ™ of July, where Irish junior and senior players wil |
be competing against a number of International gran dmasters and hoping to score
Grandmaster results.

Another hugely important event this summer is Irela nd’s hosting of the Glorney and
Faber Cup in DCU from 25-27 M of July, which will involve teams of boys and girl S

(Under-19) from four different countries as well as a tri-nations event involving
upwards of 120 international juniors. Subject to sp onsorship, the ICU hopes to run a
number of ancillary events for juniors during the Glorney and Faber , so come along
and support Irish boys and girls this year and see them competing against the best

juniors that England, Wales and Scotland have to of  fer. The ICU are undertaking the
running and financing of the  Glorney and Faber Cup themselves and if you know of
any company that would like to be associated with t his event and perhaps sponsor a
simultaneous display for Kids or live commentary of games for spectators throughout
the competition, we would be delighted to hear from you.

Mark Quinn IM, John Healy.
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A Letter of Encouragement from Current Irish Senior Champion
Stephen Brady.

Stephen has won the Irish Championships an impredsie times, marking him out
as one of the most successful Irish players ofiralk. Stephen has also represented
Ireland at three Chess Olympiads in Novi Sad (1980nila (1992) and Yerevan
(1996) and has 54 caps for Ireland. Here he réflean his own chess career as a
junior and how a specific chess book, Simon WeBh&ss for Tigers, inspired him to
win his first Irish Championships and then to aseiénis first draw with an English
Grandmaster.
One of the things which separates chess from
other sports is the ability for kids to competeegual
terms with adults, as size and physical strength'ar
important. | don't know if it is common for young
chess players to feel that they are particularftedj
but | know | did. | started playing competitiveess
at the age of 12, fully confident that | would be
playing on the lIrish senior team within a couple of
years. Alas, fate dictated that | wasn't to be afineur
sport's prodigies. It took six years before | fipngot
to play representative chess, when at the age ,of 18
was finally selected to play in the inter-provirisian
the Leinster B team! It wasn't quite what | had
imagined when | started out playing chess, but four
years later, at last | made it on to the Irish seteam.
It was a big breakthrough for me and the year after
that, | became Irish Senior champion.

I'm sure a number of my junior
contemporaries were wondering what had happened,
when, after having beaten me for years, | finally
began to turn the tables. It is a puzzle to wHich
don't really have an answer. It may have beenahat
a junior | was a little immature, or perhaps my
confidence was somewhat fragile. It might simply
have been that | was a late developer. Lookind bac
now, | like to think that my sudden improvement was
down to readingChess for Tigerdy Simon Webb.
I'm not sure what age groughess for Tigerss
aimed at. The illustrations, and some of the treeme
in the book imply that its intended readership was
very young. Weaker players are referred to as
rabbits strong players arbeffalumps and you, the

reader, are figer! “Tiger’ doesn't refer to your strength, but rather toryatiitude.
Tigersare fighters, and go into every chess game witham — to win! The book is
choc full of useful tips and advice — too much toigto here. But when | was an up
and coming player, there was one piece of advicetwhfound particularly useful.
This was how to traeffalumps in other words how to beat players stronger than
yourself. The key advice that the author Simon lVetbered was:
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1. Play actively. Be aggressive, thus applying pshadical pressure on your
opponent.

2. Don't swap everything off, just for the sake of it.

3. Be brave. Its your opponent who should be nervoos,you. After all, you're
expected to lose!

4. Randomize. The murkier the position, the more likeélis that your strong
opponent will go wrong. Sure you might make a rkesteourself, but aren't you better
off going down in flames than with a whimper.

Shortly after reading this book, | played my figgandmaster, and applied the above
techniques. It is a short game, which I'll givehesut comment, except to say that
throughout the game, | wasn't sure if | was beaitervorse. More importantly though,
neither did my opponent!

Brady,S (2460) - Plaskett,J [B60]
Lloyds Bank, 1989

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 Nc6ghHEBd7 7.Be2 a6 8.0-0 e6 9.a4
Rc8 10.Kh1 Be7 11.f4 Qc7 12.Nf3 h6 13.Bh4 g5 146fkgg5 15.Bxg5 Ng4 16.Bf4
Qb6 17.Qel Qxb2 18.Rb1l Qa3 19.Rxb7 Na5 20.Nb5 Q4a@xd7 Kxd7 22.Nxd6
Bxd6 23.Bxd6 Kxd6

Yo-Ys

! " #
$ % &'

( )*+ "
101234567

My opponent and | had consumed a lot of time reagtiis complicated position, so

| was happy to accept his draw offer. Playingwatyi and playing for murky
complications had paid off. If | was to add anyiad to that given if€hess for

Tigers it would be to play primarily for the enjoymerittbe game, no matter what
the result. Results aren't too important whena@uyoung, and having moderate
results in your youth need not have any affectaur yuture career. Just like me, you
might also be a late developer!
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Just in case anyone had difficulty following the ves to Stephen’s game
against GM Plaskett, don’t worry. Now, we explaiinadout Chess Notation.

By writing down the moves of your games, you céayver your games
afterwards and keep them. Next time you are ptayirschool or at home, why don’t
you try to record one of your own games and plagubh it afterwards. A lot of
strong players would say that analysing your owmes is the secret to becoming a
strong player. And as you will see, once you kiimow to do it, it's easy, so give it a
go, if you haven’'t done so before.
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_5
Beginning Chess —  Tips for Your First Chess Tournament
By Mark Quinn IM

One of the most important lessons that any chess player can learn, particularly when setting
out to play in a tournament for the first time is how to learn to defend against Scholar's mate.
| doubt there is a single chess player alive, who has not fallen into this trap. It is one of the
most common sights on the chessboard at junior tournaments. The enthusiastic newcomer to
the sport sits down against a more experienced opponent, full of hopes of crushing victories
and creative brilliancies. White starts the game with his kings pawn, 1.e4, the most natural
and popular move. Black replies in a similar fashion with 1...e5, also laying claim to the centre
of the board. White whips his queen out to h5, and attacks black's king's pawn. Black spots
this threat and defends the pawn by developing his knight to c6. White continues quietly
developing his bishop to c4. There is more to this move than meets the eye on first sight
however. This move is best (and most often accompanied) by a deceptively innocent
expression or unassuming poker face. Black fails to sense the danger and moves quickly. He
thinks to himself. The e5 pawn is defended. Now | can develop as usual. Why not bring my
bishop out to ¢5. No better or more active square for my bishop! White dare not push my
bishop back by moving his queen's pawn to d4, as it would be taken so I'll just keep on
developing as normal...

Scholar’'s Mate
l.e4 e52.Bc4d
White develops his bishop to the active c4 squateadso eyes up the important f7
square beside the black king. Black will need taéeful over the next few moves
not to get into trouble on the f7 square.
2...Nc6
While there is nothing wrong with this natural dieyang move, by playing Nf6
white would prevent white's next move from havimy @oint, as the black knight
would defend not only the h5 pawn from an attackHeywhite queen on h5, but also
block the f7 pawn from an attack on the f-file.
3.Qf3
White brings his queen out and black must now asisélf why? What is the white
queen doing there? What could she be attacking®adir there is a significant threat
to the black monarch, but can black sense the dange

3...Bc5 (D)
8)
& & &
98 &

%
! * #
$& & & &'
(+'9% , "+
101234567
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Black develops normally and does not pay attentithe white queen and bishop
how they are both working together, to launch aisiee attack on f7. If black had
played Nf6 or Q to either e7 or 6, disaster cdwdde been averted. Always take the
time to check carefully what your opponent mighuipeto.

4.Qxf7#

Black has missed the threat to the black king amhot take the queen on f7 with the
king, because that would be moving into check ftbmwhite squared bishop on c4.
So, before the game has even begun, white haedriblack into losing in a few
moves.

Perhaps the most important piece of advice to any chess player starting out is the following
piece of advice. Always look carefully at your opponent’s previous move. Don't respond
automatically and simply play the first thing that comes into your mind. Always check to see,
1) what my opponent's last move is doing. 2) Is he or she attacking any of my pieces? 3) Is
my king safe? In the game above black fails to pay attention to white's previous move and
before he can blink, wham! Black is mated in double-quick time!

In the next game, much for the same set of reasons, black finds himself a whole rook down
after only three moves! It is easy to see where black goes wrong. Quite simply, he does not
pay close enough attention to white’s previous move and check to see what it is white is
threatening by 2...Qh5.

Avoiding early slips in the opening
l.ed
Former World Champion Bobby Fischer considered thes best opening move.
White takes some space in the centre, liberatesvhite-squared king's bishop and
provides cover for his knights to develop on f3 adwithout being harassed by
advancing black pawns.
1..e5
Black decides to stake his claim to the centre too.
2.Qh5
Anyone who takes up the game invariably plays th@/e at some stage or has it
played against them. White cannot resist the tetioptéo get his most powerful piece
out into the game and attack the black pawn onTéfs can be a risky strategy
however as you will see later, but black has tcéeful and pay attention to what
white is planning.
2...06?? (D)

8) 98
& &

& *

! #

$& & & &'
( +ll9% ’% II+_
101234567

The most important thing any chess player can doreéanaking a move is to look
carefully at their opponent’s previous move befoesponding. If you move too
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quickly, even early in a game, you can get intotaof trouble! Here, black fails to
notice that the e5 pawn is under attack and losegist a pawn but an entire rook!
3.Qxe5+ !

Oops, the black king is attacked by the queen amikfitself in check. While this
check can be defended against easily, cruciallynt®erook is also attacked by the
qgueen on e5. When in check, there are only thrieggtthat you can do. 1) You can
move the king, if there is a safe square it canerov 2) You can see if it is possible
to capture the piece responsible for the checle \thite queen in this instance). 3)
The third and final option is to block with anothgiece. Here, black must choose
between the knight, bishop or queen to block.

3...Qe7

Black takes the most aggressive option and triesotmterattack, but it is hard to
make any impact with one piece on its own. Thats/ Wt is so important not to
neglect development and to get your knights anddpis into the game as quickly as
possible.

4.Qxh8 Qxe4+ 5.Ne2 Ne7

Before black can think about taking the c2 pawrhwiite queen or developing his
other pieces to start an attack, he must look dlffterknight on g8 which is under
attack from the white queen.

6.d3!

White attacks the black queen and at the samedigades a clever new threat, thanks
to the fact that with 6.d3 his dark squared queeislsop is able to develop.

6...Qe6?

Black misses his last chance to stay in the gameQueen to b4 check and then
Queen back to d6, so as to be able to protect #ak 8 bishop following white's
next move.

7.Bh6! (D)
8 98 )*
& &
9%

! #
$& "& &'

(+" %+
101234567

The black bishop on f8 is pinned and under attaoknfboth the white bishop and
queen and only the king can defend him. The blany s also very close to being
mated and only has one way to escape. In only sew@res black has lost both a
bishop and rook and is now in very big trouble.

7...d5 8.Qxf8+ Kd7 9.Nbc3 Nbc6 10.0-0-0

White castles queen side and his pieces are wetlowated to start a big attack on
black's king, which is stuck in the centre and rtbat his knight on e2 is no longer
pinned, white can begin the attack.

10...b6

Black has to develop his bishop and this is a hamaly of also getting his black rook
into the game, as the bishop on b7 will protectRbek on a8.
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11.Nf4

attacking the d5 pawn twice. Black's queen is urdierck and if he goes to d6 or f6,
the f7 pawn will fall. But after going to f5, whiteas another nasty threat in store.
11...Qf5 12.93!

Defending the knight again and setting up the thoé#8h3 pinning the black queen
and king.

12...Bb7 (D)

)*
& 8&
& 9%

! " & #

$& & &'
+ 0% +-

101234567

Black tries to develop anyway, but white has a@tevay to win another ‘exchange’,
that is a rook for a bishop.

13.Qxa8

White gives up his queen for the black rook, buttien immediately wins black's
queen for a bishop, which will leave him a wholeotwooks up going into the
endgame.

13...Bxa8 14.Bh3! (D)

8

& &

& 9%
! ! & %o#
$& & &'
( .+ +-
101234567

Black’s queen is ‘pinned’ onto his king by the lmph— it can't move without
exposing the king to check.

14...Qxh3 15.Nxh3 Nf5 16.Bf4

And after exchanging all the "minor" pieces (bjzh and knights), white should have
little difficulty in winning the game.

| have seen players fall into both of these traps on countless occasions, in my chess career.
That's not to say that | was immune to these tricks when starting out myself, as | remember
how shortly after learning the moves of the game and considering myself ready for combat, |
walked into both traps in my first tournament. It wasn’t long however, before | learnt how to
defend against this tricky opening and began to use it myself with a degree of success. After
a while though, | realised that it only worked against beginners and that when | tried it against
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players who were wise to this subtle ruse, my queen often got into trouble. Soon, | began to
understand why it is a mistake to bring one's queen out too early in the opening. She is by far
the most important and most powerful piece on the chessboard, and as she is so valuable,
she should be kept in reserve, until needed. In the final game below, black easily defends
against White's threats. After 2.Qh5, he simply defends his king’s pawn. Then when white
brings his bishop to c4, black chases the white queen away by 2...g6, blocking the line of the
white queen's attack. Here white loses what is known as a ‘tempo’, the extra move he had at
the beginning of the game, as he is forced to move the queen twice, while black gets in a
developing move, 3...g6 for free. White returns to f3 setting up the threat on f7 again, and
black blocks by Qf6. White's threats have come to nothing and he has lost time bringing his
gueen forewords and backwards.

Avoiding Fool's mate
l.e4 e52.Qh5
White is back to his old tricks once again and kdke he is going to try and get
another three-move checkmate. This time, blackise wo the threat however and will
not fall for the double attack on 7.
2...d6
Black defends his king's pawn in the most direcy wassible, freeing up the bishop
on c8 to come into the game. While the pawn onhbdécks black's king’'s bishop
from moving to the active ¢5 square, black willgaakdvantage of the white queen's
exposed bishop on h5 to find another place to dgvieis bishop.
3.Bc4
White develops with intent and sets up a matingatr
3...g6 (D)

8) 98
& &
&
& *
%
! #
$& & & &'
(+II9% ’ II+_
101234567
Black defends by attacking, blocking the threatAdy harassing the white queen,
also creating a space on g7 for the black bishdyetdeveloped.
4.Qf3
White hasn't given up on the idea of mating bldek,all black has to do now is block
the f-file, or simply defend 7 with the queen. \Whhas wasted a few moves moving
his queen forward and backwards and has lost &tsifedevelopment.
4..Qf6
Black offers an exchange of queens and stops witite2at.
5.Qxf6 Nxf6 6.d3
White defends his pawn on e4 and now both sidesldp\and bring their pieces into
play, after which the middlegame will ensue, wittances for both sides.
6...Bg7 7.Nf3 Nc6 8.0-0 0-0 9.Be3 Bd7 10.Nbd2 (D)
Both sides have ‘developed’ their pieces to natsgakares, and the middlegame is
ready to begin. Notice how both kings are saféédorner, and by castling, they've
connected their rooks, and can bring all their géeto play now.
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There are of course other ways to defend against Scholar’s mate, and an early assault by the
white queen, but the simplest way is to always watch what your opponent is doing in the
opening. Don't just move automatically. Take your time and be especially careful of the 7
square which only the king protects at the start of the game. And remember, if your opponent
is attacking that square twice, then checkmate may be looming in the air, so....watch out!

#$ % &' (
) *()+ : :
/0 - 1
2
% 3 /
45 6 7
/
8 $$ !
0"
2 |
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Top Irish Juniors Under the Spotlight

DAVID FITZSIMONS — DUBLIN JUNIOR DEFEATS UKRAINIAN

GRANDMASTER IN SPAIN

Deep in Contemplation, the Aftermath of an Historiencounter

Grandmaster Ruslan Pogorelov from Ukraine contemiga what might have been,
as he analyses his game with David Fitzsimons jafier their recent encounter in
Spain, which David won convincingly.

It was my first time to compete in this annual inttional event and | was
looking forward to the experience of playing a sgaine-round event outside of
Ireland, as, prior to this, | had only ever compéatethe Irish Championship (on two
occasions). In Spain | had the chance to play again international field from 5
different countries: 2 Spaniards, 1 Ukrainian, In®al Belgian and 4(!) Germans!
Overall, | scored 5/9 which was a respectable sagegnst an average rating of 2200
and four titled players figured amongst my oppositil was pleased enough with my
play in this event but there were certainly pleotyareas that | can improve on and |
learned a lot. | would whole-heartedly recommend #@vent to any players wishing
to play a strong off-season tournament abroad edotation (beside the coast and
close to Barcelona and Port Adventura) make itliflmaa family holiday also, and
the hotel itself, the Negresco Princess was of gpadity and an excellent choice of
venue.

At the beginning of the tournament | was"2&ed and therefore close to the
middle of the draw as 67 players competed in tleevl was perhaps a little unlucky
to get White in the first round because | was dragainst a lower rated player. | won
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this game against the first of my two Spanish ogmts, who were both rated around
1700 and in the second round | was rewarded withclBlagainst a German
grandmaster Kalinitschew! This was a close encaland afterwards | realised that |
had missed a draw against my grandmaster opponekiter a tough fight, | was
eventually grounded down in an interesting QueahRewn versus Rook and Knight
ending, where White’s extra pawn was doubled aridok him a long time to break
through. | intend to write a more comprehensiveorefor the next issue of the Irish
Chess Journal and will include as many intereggenges as | canE(litors note: this
magazine for senior players is now also free tordoad from the ICU website- so if
you haven't already done so, why not have a lodk@iCJ atvww.icu.i€!)

In round three, | once again had
white against a weaker player from
Germany who was rated around 1850.
This was a very nice game which | would
consider to be my best of the event were
it not for my victory over GM Pogorelov
in round seven. Then in round four | was
drawn against a Belgian Player rated
around 2000. This was a hugely
disappointing game, as at one stage | was
considerably better and possibly even
winning. After misplaying a promising
position, | lost a pawn and then was faced
with a choice between a lost or drawn
pawn endgame. Somehow, in the thick of
the battle, | managed to pick the losing

variatiqn, despite know_ing that this kind'5iq being presented with a prize by Tony)
of ending was lost prior to the game!Gregory TD at the Leinster Championships
Some things in life are inexplicable... butDecember 2006.

in the thick of the action, as al
chessplayers know only too well, the unexpectedvigys lurking around the corner!

In round five | got back to my winning ways agairyst another German
player, rated around 1850. This game actually passd to my first round game,
despite arising from a completely different opehihgloubt that this will happen
again as | had a winning position by move eightkiNebeat a strong Spanish player
rated around 2050 with Black and this set me uglyiéor my first White game
against a higher rated player in round seven.

| was drawn against GM Pogorelov from the Ukraihdvad been clearly
better/ winning early on in my three White gameisipto this, and this game proved
to be no exception! My opponent thought for neay hour on his 8 move at
which point he was clearly worse and things jushtwwaownhill for him from thereon
in. | have annotated this game below.

This marked my first win against a titled playemdaa convincing one at that,
and this gave a great boost to my confidence...psrleapn too great a boost, as |
was certainly overconfident at some stage in myt gaxne against German (!) GM
Levin in the following round. This sudden bur$tconfidence may well have been
the cause of my embarrassingly rapid defeat ahdmels of the German grandmaster,
and resulted in a fatal move-order mix-up in therapg, which I did not think would
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make a difference at the time. | only used fifte&inutes for this game, which is still

far too little even taking into consideration th@ 8econd increment per move! |
thought | knew exactly what | was doing, whereasapygonent was far behind on the
clock at an early stage. Of course he had a winpigjtion soon afterwards...so |

was reminded of the importance of using my times#®y and not rushing things in

the opening particularly when playing a strongguaent.

In the final round, | played another titled playan experienced IM from
Denmark, Jakobbsen, and | was fortunate to havdifthywhite of the tournament.
Unfortunately, my 100% record was broken as, despahieving a very promising
position from the opening, | overlooked Black’'s osmurce of counter-play when
more pieces had been swapped and this provedftidel finished 21, ahead of my
seeding and received a trophy for best resultyafusmg player in the tournament.

Overall, | really enjoyed this tournament and ldokvard to playing in it again in the
future!

Fitzsimons, David (2133) — Pogorelov, Ruslan (2462)
Salou Open 2007, Round 7, 2007.05.09
Annotator: David Fitzsimons

1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 e6 3. Nc3 Nc6 4. Bb5 (D)

8) 98
& &

%&

! " ! #
$& & & &'
(+ 9%*, +-
101234 567

My opponent did not seem too pleased, when | widppg bishop out to B5. In my
preparation | noticed that he had a decent scamsigthese alternative anti-Sicilian
lines, but in the post-mortem following the game, did come across as being too
knowledgeable about this specific opening.

4...Nge7 5. O-O afHere 5... Nd4 is also possiblé.)Bxc6 Nxc6 7. d4 cxd4 8.Nxd4
Be7

This is a risky but playable line for Black, if folved up correctly.

9. Nxc6 dxc6

Taking back with the b-pawn by 9... bxc6 is morg@udar and probably better. Play
then can continue 10. e5 Qc7 11. Rel d5 12. exdi® BS. Qh5

10. Qg4 (D)

| believe this to be the most promising move altiffodVhite also has a good score
after both 10.Qxd8+ and 10. e5

10... Bf6 11. f4

Attempting to shut out the bishop with e4-e5 anitigg useful kingside space.
11...e5

11... Bd4+ 12. Khl Qf6 is better)
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12. f5 (D)

8)
&
98

L #
$& &'
(+ 9% +, -
101234567

Now both Black's bishops are passive.

12... b5

Perhaps 12... Qb6+ 13. Kh1 Bd7 was a better tiy@svents White from moving
his bishop to its most natural square on e3.

13. Be3 14 Qe7 14. a3

Intending b2-b4 with a bind on the queenside dgtases.

14... a5 15. Rfd1 a4 (D)

8
) &
08
&

*

& " 9% #
$& &'

(+ + .-
101234567

This seems a little over-ambitious considering kiktack of development. If Black
plays the immediate 15...b4, White has the vemgnstrresponse 16. Na4, intending
Bc5. With 15...a4, black tries to deny the white Kkiigccess to a4 square but Black
should probably try to get castled and develophllpieces before undertaking such
preventative measures.

16. Rd2 b4 17. axb4 Qxb4 18. Bg5 (D)
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This is a very strong and logical move, exchandimg only defender of Black's
kingside and swapping the bishop pair in the precBkck is in deep trouble already.
My opponent thought for nearly an hour here and peaspiring heavily! The game is
far from over though and Black's tenacity from loerén is admirable.

18... Ke7

It is hard to see a better move for black hereh&es flicking in the move 18... h5
may be a slight improvement but White just contswuagth either 19. Qh4 or 19. Qg3
with a clear advantage in both cases.

19. Bxf6+ gxf6 20. Radl a3 (D)

8
&
&
) *
& " #
$& + &'
+ , -
101234567

Black plays a practical move, which may not be cinyely best, but makes the game
very complicated.

21. Qg7 Re8 22. Rd6

22. g4 was also very strong.

22... Qc5+ 23. Khl Qxd6

23... Bxf5 24. Qxf6+ Kf8 25.Rd7 with mate to follow

24. Rxd6 Kxd6 25. Qxf6+ (D)
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25...Kc7 26. Qxf7+ Bd7 27. b4

27. Qa2 was possibly even stronger although thtentexe doesn’t spoil anything.
27...a2

| did not think this was necessary but my opponeag under the

impression that he had to play it. 27... Rf8 mayehbeen a better chance.

28. Nxa2 Ra3 29. h3 (D)

29. b5 was also very strong, clearing the wayfgrknight to reach b4. But in the
game | got several pawns for the piece and theg akconnected passed pawns, so |
thought this would be easier for me to play in mppanent’s time-trouble.
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29... Rea8 30. Qf6 Rxa2 31. Qxe5+ Kb6 32. Qg7 R&A& Qxh7 (D)
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This should be an easy win for White but Black figgbn until the bitter end

33... Be6 34. Qh6 Ba2 35. 16 Be6 36. Qg5 Rd7 375@=8 38. Qc5+ Kb7 39. Kh2
Bf7 40. b5 Re6 41. bxc6+

41. e5 was more accurate

41... Rxc6 42. Qg5 Kc8 43. e5 Rxc2 44. Qg4 Rc6 @82 Rd5 46. g4 Kd7 47. Kg3
Rcch5 48. Kf4 Ke6

48... Rxe5 49. Qxe5 Rxe5 50. Kxe5 Ke8 51. h4 Bc4y5Bd3 53. h5 Kf7 54.96+
Kf8 55. Ke6

49. Qa2 Ra5 50. Qc4 Kd7 51. Qe4 Ra6 52. g5 Raid Black lost on time. White
should win easily.

1-0

POORNIMA AND ARAVIND MENON

Followers of sports such as tennis and football,va doubt have heard of the
Williams sisters and the Neville brothers. Who Wilniave guessed that in the idyllic
medieval city of Kilkenny, Irish chess might haveeir own counterparts to Venus
and Serena Williams, former Wimbledon Champions @ady and Philip Neville, the
Manchester United Superstars? But in the youngschktars, Poornima and Aravind
Menon from Kilkenny, Irish chess may well have fduits own pair of gifted
siblings. Obviously, they are only starting outt bhis brother and sister duo have
been playing chess and progressing up the ranistegdily in the last couple of
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years. Last year in Turin this young chess playamgily came to the attention of the
national media when Poornima was chosen to compiettehe Irish Senior Women’s
team at the Chess Olympiad in Turin, Italy. Althbwghe had to compete against the
top female chess players from nations around thédwenany of whom were
considerably older and more experienced than hegrmima acquitted herself
phenomenally well. Her result was so impressivé sha qualified for the prestigious
and, much sought after, International title of Worseé=IDE Master. She had already
represented Ireland at youth level on numerous sieea in European and World
Chess Championships, but Poornima is not the asigg star in her family. Her
brother Aravind is one of the top juniors for hggean the country and is currently is
contention to represent Ireland at this year’s @grCup, which will be held in July
in DCU.

Perhaps one of the keys to the success of thisispaiuo is the great support
that they get from their father Jayadev Vallath ahdir mother Jaya Tharayil.
Jayadev, an IT specialist, was recruited by the MHhdia and brought his family to
Kilkenny in 2001. Their mother, Jaya Tharayil, alified lawyer in Kerala India, is
currently studying in Dublin to gain the qualificais to practise as a solicitor in
Ireland. Both Poornima and Aravind are coached hykD Polimac, a Croatian who
is an active coach in the Kilkenny area and has 6508 students. Interestingly, both
mother and father took up the game themselves awdpiay at the same tournaments
as their children, so it is very much a sport fibtre family.

Here are two games in which Poornima and Araviramhstvhy it is they are two of
Ireland’s leading lights in chess.

Menon, Poornima (1644) - Kennedy, Michael (1732) (5]
Heidenfeld
Annotations by Mark Quinn

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4

White chooses a queens pawn set up in which sleedstto build a large centre
behind which to develop her pieces.
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2...6 3.Nc3 Bb4 (D)
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Rather then contesting the centre with the natanal obvious 3...d5, by 3.... Bb4,
black chooses a defence named after one of théegtadness thinkers and strategists
Aron Nimzovich. The idea is to prevent white fromilding her ideal centre, by
pinning the knight and then attacking the whitetefrom the flanks.
4.e3
4.e4? Nxed
4...c55.a3
White invites black to exchange the annoying bishepich will double her pawns
but on the plus side, this exchange will strengthen pawn on d4 which is under
attack from the black pawn on c5. As will becom@&lemt later, this opening of the b-
file will give white's rook on al the chance to eomto play to good effect.
5...Bxc3+ 6.bxc3 d6 7.Nf3 Nbd7
7...Nc6 8.d5!? (8.Bd3 0-0 9.e4 e5 10.d5 Ne7) 87.9eBd3 exd5 10.cxd5 Nexd5
11.c4 Ne7 12.Bb2 with compensation.
8.Qc2 0-0 9.Bd3 Qe7 10.0-0 (D)
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Both sides develop naturally and are about to iy grab hold of the centre. Neither
side can afford to let the other take control hosveand this will lead to a blocked
position typical of the Nimzo Indian.

10...e5!' 11.e4 h6

11...cxd4 12.cxd4 exd4 13.Nxd4 Nc5 14.Rel Qe5 15.894 16.Nf3! Qh5 17.Qc3

f6 18.Bc2 unclear

12.Rel Re8 13.h3 Nf8 14.Nh4 (D)
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Trying to initiate play on the kingside, by targetithe weak f5 square. Here the
drawback to h6 becomes apparent as black will veetbto exchange his light
squared bishop for the knight. The white pawn omwiflb then severely restrict the
mobility of the knight on f8. Bringing the knight th4 is not without its drawbacks
however as black can play an interesting combinatibich would lead to a number
of exchanges, open up the centre and lead to aufabl® endgame for black.
Fortunately for white however, black chooses amothere risky and aggressive
continuation...

14...95

14...Nxe4! 15.Rxe4 (15.Bxe4 Qxh4 and white has dvaatage) 15...f5 A) 16.Rel
Qxh4 17.Bxf5 cxd4 18.cxd4 (18.Red4? Bxf5-+) 18...@xdB) 16.Nxf5 16...Bxf5
17.Re3 Bxd3 18.Qxd3 e4!? 19.Qe2 Ng6 20.Rg3 Nh4

15.Nf5 Bxf5 16.exf5 Qc7 17.h4!
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An excellent move, chipping away at the fragile payrotecting the black king. The
long range potential of White's dark squared bisborl now becomes apparent, as
the pawns on g5 and h6 look particularly vulnerable

17...N8h7 18.d5

Closing the centre so as to prevent black from ggimg some counterplay on the
gueenside by exchanging on d4. White signals henfion to play on the kingside.
18...Nh5 19.Kh2 Nf4 20.hxg5 hxg5 21.g3 Nxd3 22.Qxd3

Black has managed to exchange white's light squiaisttbp, but now it is easy for
white to use the h-file to make inroads into blagdsition with her rooks.

22...f6 23.Kg2 Qg7 24.Rh1 Kf7 25.Qe2 (D)
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Black's position looks solid and the white bish@ems to have a dim future, but
already white threatens Qh5 followed by Qg6, wh&tk cannot exchange queens
without endangering black’s knight on h7.

25...Rh8 26.Qh5+ Ke7 27.Rb1! (D)
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An excellent move. White takes her time and createsecond weakness on the
gueenside, before executing her initial plan. Nbevwhite rook on al comes into the
game and black struggles to keep afloat.

27...b6 28.a4!

Just as white had earlier battered the g5 pawndbiolopen up the h-file, now the
same plan comes into effect on the queenside. Tireme better way to stretch an
opponent when they are on the ropes than by cgeatsecond weakness, as this often
leads to a defence caving in.

28...Rab8 29.Qg6! (D)

(+9%  +-
/01234567
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Now the time is ripe for this manoeuvre, as ther@o way to stop the rook on bl
from breaking through black's defences on the ggiden

29...Rbg8

29...Kf8 30.a5 Rb7 31.axb6

A) 31...axb6 32.Ral Ra7 (32...Rb8 33.Ra6 Kg8 34.RaJd6 35.fxg6 Nf8 36.Rxh8+
Kxh8 37.g7+ Kg8 38.gxf8Q+ Kxf8 39.Rd7+-) 33.Qxg7xd¥ 34.Ra8+ Kf7 35.Rxh8
B) 31...Rxb6 32.Rxb6 axb6 33.Be3 Kg8 34.Rb1l Qxg&x8b Nf8 36.Rxb6 Nxg6
37.Rxd6 Kf7 38.Rc6+-

30.a5

Faced with the inevitable, black tries to eliminte annoying white queen, but the
awkward pin on the h-file will means black's pieaes all tied up.

30...Qxg6 31.fxg6 Rxg6 32.axb6 a5

32...axb6 33.Rxb6 Kf8 34.Rxd6+- (34.Rb8+ Kg7 35.RIKg8 36.94 Rg7 37.Rb8+)
33.b7 Rgg8 34.b8Q Rxb8 35.Rxb8 (D)
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Black resigns as he cannot sop the exchange df bdeks after he takes back on b8,
after which white transposes to a winning endgantech is however worth looking
at, as it is a little trickier than it looks ondirsight.

35...Rxb8 36.Rxh7+ Kd8 37.Rh8+ Kc7 38.Rxb8 Kxb8yd9 (D)
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Fixing the pawns — this prevents Black from gettamy counterplay on the kingside
and means White’s king can’t be stopped from stglinto the Black position. .
39...Kc7 40.Kf3 Kd7 41.Ke4 Ke7 42.Kf5 Kf7 43.f3

Now white just has to wait until black runs outsgfare moves and has give up the
opposition, i.e. move to either e7 or g7 after whichite’s king will get behind the
black pawns and black's defence falls.

43...a4 44.Bb2 a3 45.Bxa3 Ke7 46.Kg6 Kd7 47.Kxt60
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Killane, Jack (1729) - Menon, Aravind (1687) [B21]
Heidenfeld Cup
Annotations by Mark Quinn IM

1.e4 c5 (D)
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In response to l1l.e4 Aravind plays the Sicilian De& an aggressive
counterattacking opening, where black usually Vefdste occupy the d4 square and
then sets about attacking from the flank. The tgp@pen Sicilian starting position
arises after 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nd4 Nf6 5.Nc3ewlblack now has several
choices, d6, g6,e5, €6, each of which are popwaations and viable defences for
black. In this game, white decides to play mucheraggressively and avoids going
into these complex positions.

2.d4

The Morra gambit, a dangerous attacking weapon eviviite sacrifices (or gambits)
a pawn for a lead in development, opening lineshfsrooks on the ¢ and d files and
activating squares for his knights and bishops.

2...cxd4 3.c3

Black bravely takes the pawn and waits for the ilaée storm that will follow.
3...dxc3
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3...d3 4.Bxd3 Nc6 5.Nf3 d6 6.0-0 Nf6 or 3...Nf6 Bl.Hd5 5.cxd4 (the alternative

5.Qxd4 e6 6.Nf3 Nc6 7.Qe4 f5! 8.exf6é Nxf6 9.Qh41dbBd3 is unclear) 5...d6 6.Nf3
Nc6

4.Nxc3 e6 5.Nf3 Nc6 6.Bc4 d6 (D)
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A wise move, as the last thing black wants is fbiterto somehow gain control of the
d6 square and occupy it with either a knight ohbsin the future. White's game plan
is very simple, to castle, play his bishop to f4l &hen Rooks first to d1, then c1 to
exert pressure on the cramped black position. Bfeetds to develop however and
while d6 may look risky, it will discourage whiteoin pushing e5 after black
develops his knight to f6.

7.0-0 Be7 8.Qe2 Nf6 9.Rd1

White threatens to play the nasty e5, after whitdck would be in considerable
trouble. Black gets there first however and stalkissclaim for his control of the
centre.

9...e5

9...0-07 10.e5!, Ne8 11.Ne4 d5

10.h3

To stop black pinning white's knight on 3, aftdnieh black would be threatening the
annoying Nd4. 10.Bg5?! Bg4 11.h3? Nd4 12.Qd3 Nxt34gxf3 Bxh3

10...0-0 11.Bg5 Be6!

Offering the exchange of bishops, which doublesk$ae pawns. Doubled pawns are
usually to be avoided as they lack mobility and banome weak, but here they help
to strengthen black's control on the centre, cogekey d4 and d5 squares, which
severely restricts white's ability to create play.

12.Bxe6 fxe6 13.Racl Rc8 14.a3 (D)
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It is difficult to see how white can make progreAB .his pieces are on their optimum
squares, but black’s position is very solid andfeasweaknesses.

14...a6 15.b4 b5 16.Qe3 h6 17.Bh4 Kh8

A useful waiting move. Black waits to see if whii@n come up with a plan.

18.Rd3 Qc7 19.Ne2

19.Nd5 exd5 20.exd5 Qb7 21.dxc6 Rxc6 22.Rxc6 Qxc6

19...Qd7 20.Rcd1 Ne8

Offering an exchange of bishops to relieve theitensvhile also protecting the d6
pawn. Black sets a clever trap, as he threatesadwfice the rook for the knight on f3
and then take the bishop on h4, after which hehaille two pieces for the rook.
21.Bg3

White avoids the exchange and sets up his own eotimteat. Thanks to the pin on
the d-file, White now threatens Ne5, winning thevpaback. Once the black queen
sidesteps this simple trap, the white bishop onisggffectively out of the game.
21...Qa7!

Offering an exchange of queens after which thekblaok would swing into action
on the c-file. Note the big weakness on c4 that evaated when white tried to attack
on the queenside, by a3 and b4. Pawns don't masleMaads and it is always worth
keeping this in mind before advancing them.

22.Qd2

White wisely avoids the exchange of queens andetop the d-file, but now black
finds a way to get at the white bishop and begiprabe white's defences.

22...Nf6 23.Nc3

White would have liked to play Bh4 here after whiokd could exchange his poor
bishop, but he doesn't get the chance as the ed pasvto be protected first.

23...Nh5 24.Kh2 Nxg3 (D)

101234567

25.Kxg3?

Here fxg3 was the safer option, as by exposinginig, white quickly comes under a
ferocious attack.

25...Nd4!

A very strong and far sighted move. Black offersteviiback the pawn he sacrificed
on move 2, but white dare not take it, as afterdwahe black bishop would spring
into action with devastating consequences.

26.Nxd4 exd4 27.Rxd4 Bf6!

Attacking the rook on d4 and the knight on c3

28.Rd3 (the only move to avoid losing material) B&%D)

-27 - © ICU 2007



&
o8
&
& "+ H
$ ) &
+ -
101234567

Now Black’s attack shifts direction and goes aftez exposed king, who is forced
into enemy territory, where it's not long before tholves are at the door.

29.Kg4 h5+ 30.Kxh5 Qf7+ 31.Kg4 Qg6+ 32.Qg5 Rf4+K3B Qxg5+ 34.Kh2 Rxf2+
With a discovered check from the bishop on e5.

35.Rg3 Qxg3+ 36.Kgl Qxg2#

26.Qe3 Qd7

White loses his patience and takes the pawn. Ngtisiblack threatening to bring his
queen over to the kingside to attack the white kimlgite cannot avoid the exchange
of knights on f3. If white tries to avoid this bydR, el or g1, he runs into Bg5 after
which he either loses his queen or gets mated.

27.Nxd4

27.Nel Bg5-+; 27.Nd2 Bg5 28.Qel Bf4+ 29.Kg4 h5+3G5 Qf7+ 31.Kh4 Qf6+
32.Kg4 Qg5#

27...exd4 28.Rxd4 Bf6!

Now that the e5 pawn is no more, the black bishmmes into his own and white's
position begins to crumble. White has one laskttip his sleeve however, so black
must keep his cool and not rush, lest he throw avismyard earned advantage.
29.e5! (D)
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The last roll of the dice. If black play Bxe5 cheakite will take with his queen and
then have the chance of escaping to a double rookaane with good drawing
chances. Aravind finds a nice solution however...

29...Rxc3!

29...Bxe5+ 30.Qxe5 Rxc3+ 31.R1d3 (31.R4d3?? dxeRXA@3B Qxdl-+) 31...dxe5
32.Rxd7 Rxd3+ 33.Rxd3 which is unclear

30.Qxc3 Bxeb5+
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Black can regain the rook he sacrificed at hisulesbut the embarrassed position of
the white king means there is more to play for.

31.f4

31.Kg4 h5+ 32.Kxh5 Qf7+ 33.Kh4 Qf6+ 34.Kg4 Qg6+ 13884 Bf6# or else 31.Kh4
Qe7+ 32.Kg4 h5+-+

31...Rxf4!l (D)
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Setting up a devastating discovered check, frontlwthe black king cannot escape.
32.Rxd6

32.Kh2 Rf3+-+

32...Bxd6

0-1

The Adventures of Percy the Pawn: About the Artist.

Pianist, composer and singer/ songwriter Robert tadir is
musical/comedian who co-founded and starred inaitdaimedFallen
Angels Cabaret Shqwvhich played all over Ireland, winning Best Show
in the Dublin Fringe Festival's Spiegel Tent, mostently performing
for two weeks at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival.i$ia highly successful
pianist/vocalist who plays all over Dublin. He igrently working on a
new show, due to play in this year’s Fringe Festiva

If you would like to see your drawings on a chetated theme feature in
the next issue of Junior Chess Corner, why notrentedrawing
competition, advertised on page 54.
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RYAN-RHYS GRIFFITHS

Some time ago, | asked Ryan how he got
started in chess. We play on the same team in
the Armstrong Cup for Kilkenny, which is a
first division team and | was amazed to
discover that he had only taken up the game
relatively recently. Since learning the game
two and a half years ago, he had already come a
long way and | was curious what drew him to
chess in the first place.

Ryan: | took up chess nearly two and a half
years ago when my mother packed me off to the
chess club in Kilkenny. She ‘made me go’
because she was fed up with me ‘wasting my
brain’ on my play station, game boy, and game
cube consoles. | started to like chess after my
first time at the club and soon it became my
favourite hobby. Afterwards, | had the opporturtibyplay in lots of events both in
Ireland and Internationally. My trips abroad inahad the British Championships
2005, Southend OpeR006, The First Saturday Tournameirt Budapest 2006The
European Youth Championship806 andrhe Hastings Maste1@6/07.

Q. A lot of these are very big and prestigious evewith long histories such as the
British Championships and Hastings, but tell me uabgour trip to Hungary to
compete in the First Saturday event. This tourmdretarts on the First Saturday of
every month and provides opportunities for playerachieve international ratings,
and compete for International master and grandmastens (results).

Ryan: The First Saturday certainly was a very excitiogrhament not least because
of all the different nationalities competing. It svalso held in an interesting historic
building that was donated to the Hungarian Chesdefa¢ion by the former
communist leadership. So there was a lot of histioeye. A range of interesting and
funny events occurred while we were there, whiatiuded my mother falling face
down into a pool of wet cement while on our waykte of the games and meeting the
eccentric tournament organiser and his son. Itheae also that | received my FIDE
rating (my International Rating) and when | begauhink of chess as a sport because
it is normally more or at least as competitive g ghysical sport.

Q. Is there any player whose style of play you paldidy like, whose games you
study in particular?

Ryan: There is no one player that | particularly admakhough | was particularly
impressed by the game Kasparov-Topalov from Wijk z2e a few years ago.

Q. It is interesting that you mention Gary Kaspartw world’s most successful

chess player, who recently retired from chess tsymia political career, as | have
noticed that like Kasparov, you are not afraidttack your opponent.
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Ryan: While | prefer to be an aggressive player but aso play positionally when
required. That being said, my favourite chess iedk01 Attacking Ideas’ which is
a very entertaining book.

Q. You mentioned already that chess has replacegléyestation and game boy to
become your favourite hobby, but have you any ide#is stage, how far you would
like to go in chess?

Ryan: My ambition is to become a ‘GM’ at some pointny life, and in order to
have that opportunity, | would like to see more ElEated tournaments being held in
Ireland as this would mean | would not have togtaas much as | do now in order to
compete at my level.

And | have no doubt that Ryan is one of the mamyojis who will shortly be
challenging for both International Master and Graadter Norms. Just who will be
the first to become Ireland’s first homegrown gnaiadter title remains to be seen, but
for the moment, here is one of Ryan’s wins fromHaestings tournament last
Christmas.

Griffiths, Ryan-Rhys (2104) - Mulligan, Stephen (229) [C47]
Hastings, 02.01.2007
Annotations by Ryan-Rhys Griffiths and Mark Quinn

l.e4 e52.Nc3

Ryan-My normal move order is 2.Nf3 but | had learned thg opponent played the
Philidor defence against 2.Nf3 and | was not keeplay against it, so | chose a
different move order to reach my desired opening,four knights variation.

2...Nc6 3.Nf3 Nf6 4.93 (D)
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Ryan-This variation where white fianchettoes his whitghlop rather than developing
it to the more square c4- was popularised by thattve Russian grandmaster Igor
Glek and is a little known but by no means bad open
4...Bc5 5.Bg2 0-0 6.0-0 d6 7.d3 h6?
This move is weak because it allows white to wpaa of bishops by exchanging
white's queen's knight for black's dark squaretdps Creating a space to hold on to
the bishop by 7...a6 would have been better.
8.Na4! (D)
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8...Bb6 9.Nxb6 axb6 10.Nh4

Mark Quinn (MQ)-Now with black's dark squared bishop removed, evbétn think
about attacking on the kingside by playing f4 ahdaithout having to lose a tempo
by playing Kh1 to get out of the black bishop's pinthe a7-g1 diagonal.

10...Ne7

MQ- Black wisely brings his queen's knight to the de&of his king and discourages
white from playing Nf5, which would attack the weadwns on g7 and h6. Black
would then be forced to exchange his other bishofbpafter which the white bishop
on g2 would spring into life.

11.f4 (D)
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MQ- White gets his pawns rolling. The attack commences

11...Ng6

Ryan-1 was surprised by this move as | thought tharef2. Nxg6 fxg6, white would
have a big edge due to his bishop's pair and Islatkictural weaknesses but by this
exchange, white's activity is actually reduced, discovered into another of my
games from the same tournament (Eames, Bob-GsffRlyan; Hastings, 06/07).
12.Nf3

MQ- this simple retreat avoiding the exchange of kisglonfronts black with a
difficult choice. White plans to continue with fiasing the g6 knight away and then
following with h3 and g4 to gradually build up attagk on the kingside. Taking on f4
however creates an entirely new set of problemsjhéie will eventually (by Rgl) be
able to use the half open g-file to attack the we@lknd g7 pawns.

12...exf4 13.gxf4 Nh5

MQ- Black tries to get active and counterattack, buteidposition is very solid and
black is too under-developed to create any reahtisr
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14.f5! (D)

8)

& &

& & &
L #
$& %& '
(+ 9%* +, -
101234567

MQ- rather than defend the f4 pawn, White pushes deneing his grip on the
kingside, blocking Black’s remaining bishop outloé game.

14...Ngf4 15.Nel!

MQ- After the advance of the f5 pawn, both black’sgkits are surrounded by white
pieces and dependent on each other for prote@®iank's only chance is to exchange
on g2, and retreat the other knight to 6, but e/itll have very good attacking
chances.

15...Qh4

Ryan-Black is now getting somewhat aggressive andasecto overextending
himself. 15...Nxg2 16.Nxg2 Nf6 17.Rf3 Kh8 18.Rh3twgood prospects of attack.
16.Be3 (D)

8

& &

& & &

)

! 9% #
$& %& '
(+ *"+, -
10123456

MQ- It may be that black does not sense the dandgstgueen and knight, but
already now it is hard to see how he can avoictpsiaterial to save his knight on
h5.

16...Bd7

MQ- 16...Nxg2 17.Nxg2 Qh3? 18.Rf3 Qg4 19.h3!+-

Probably best was 16...Nh3+! 17.Bxh3 Qxh3 18.Ng& NJ.Rf4! Qh5 20.Qxh5 Nxh5
21.Rh4 Nf6 22.a3, but even here, all of the attagkihances are with White. He can
think about placing his al rook on g1 and his kjisbo d4, pressurising Black's
kingside.

17.Qf3 g5??

Ryan-Black has really done it this time and is now hgsa piece.

18.Bf2! g4

-34 - © ICU 2007



MQ- The only chance to liberate the black queen, thitashas a decisive trick up his
sleeve.

19.Qxf4

after 19....Nxf4 20. Bxh4, black will be a wholeepé down so he resigned.

1-0

STEPHEN HANLEY

Stephen Hanley has been playing chess since
he was six years old, ever since, he was given
a chess set as a present. Fascinated by the
different and unusual shapes of the pieces, he
wasn't long in finding out “what the cool
pieces were for”.

Here he describes how he got started in chess
and what has led him to becoming one of the
strongest players of his age in Irish chess
today.

Stephen: | really took to the game when |
found | couldn't easily beat my Dad. There
was a challenge in that, which I couldn't find
any substitute for. | still find the challenge of
the game exhilarating now, (even though I'm
well past beating my father!) so to me, the
game represents a challenge, which still
cannot be replaced by any amount of school
work, or other sports. To my mind, chess is
the single greatest intellectual challenge any@mety to master.

MQ- As you have represented Ireland on a numbecoésions, how would you rate
the importance of having a chess coach to helppyepare for your games?

| have been to several World Junior Chess Chambpipssand each of them were

extremely interesting for different reasons. In 20the team had Johnny Joyce and
Yuri Rochev as coaches, and they did a great jdlarasgs I'm concerned. They both

provided invaluable pre-game preparation, and btdiging analysis afterwards. We

also had a huge amount of fun that year, whichvisys the case at these massive
chess festivals. In 2004, we again had Johnnyelagccoach, but this time he was
accompanied by IM Robert Bellin, also a very hightgarded junior coach. Both,

were again immensely helpful, and you could askitldsolutely anything regarding

chess or otherwise!

MQ-Do you think chess is a sport and if so why?
Stephen: | do think chess is a sport, and shoulddaged as such. | see it as no less

physically demanding than other 'sports’', as gaafes go on past 3 hours. The
effort, concentration, and complete focus needddri®eyond what any other 'sport’
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could deliver. As well as this, although it is redtvays obvious, the chess super-
powers of the world (Topalov, Kramnik, Anand et all extremely fit men. In fact,
they do rigorous physical training for particulaltbhg matches, or games which they
feel will push them to the limit.

MQ-For this issue, you analysed two games fromN\ijelorf which is clearly one of
your favourite openings. In one of the games,fpous on a game by the legendary
Estonian grandmaster Paul Keres, but what is itw@blderes that you particularly

like?

Stephen: While | am a fan of

number of players, Keres reall
stands out, for me at least. His sty
ranged from being somewhat over
aggressive in his youth, to slightl
calmer when he matured, and

finally producing ingenious displays
of breathtaking ingenuity in the
positional side of the game in his ol
age. Personally, | prefer to try an
'imitate’ Keres's play as a matu
man. In these later years, he play
with considerable gusto, taking hi
opportunities well, but he was
always equally willing to play long,
positional games, in which hig
absolute focus would eventually wi
out. In my own games, | try td
emulate this aspect of Keres's pla
and would classify my own style o
play as aggressive, but positional.

MQ- Do you have any particulaf
goals in chess?

| have 2 main goals; the first is to b
the best player | can be, and as t
great Chinese philosopher Lao Tz
said, "The journey of a million mileg
must begin with a single footstep'
for me each game is a step, a s

y What is an ‘Opening’?
leFor those of you who are just beginn
ychess, ya may be wondering what
y opening is? Put simply the way a pla
ochooses to play the first moves of a ga
5 leads to specific positions, which oft
> have names or are called after fam
dplayers who invented them.
d
eFor instance, the most popular first veo
eds 1.e4. When black responds with 1.
sas in the two games below, he choc
5 what is known as the Sicilian defence.
could also play 1...e6, and the game m
5 continue 2.d4 d5 which leads to a posi
n known as the French Defence. Latel
this magazine, Nikki Benson choos
y.1...d5, which is known as the Scandina\
f defence etc. By playing 5...a6, in b
games, black chooses what is known a:
Najdorf variation of the Sicilian defenc
which is named after the famc
Argentinean Grandmaster Miguel Najdor

eAs you can see in the games bel
h&tephen has not only studied his ¢
ugames, but also those involving w
known players such as Keres. Abgok of
,the best games of great players sucl
Kary Kasparov, Mickhail Tal, Bobt

which can help me to accomplish Fischer of Jos®aul Capablanca will nev
everything | can, with my ability,, go out of date, and is therefore a g
combined with 100% effort. | do not investment. Why not check out you lo
care when it happens, as long as| itibrary to see what books are in i
happens, and in every game, that|i€ollection, and see if you can find yc
what | work towards. My second own chess hero to inspire you?

goal is a continuous one; to play
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better than | did last time out. Obviously thiglifficult, but as | said previously, there
is nothing quite like a challenge, and to be cartbtamproving is a great challenge
to have.

MQ-Is there any book that you would particularlycoenmend chess players to read
to improve their chess?

My favourite chess book iFhe Art Of The Middle Gambéy Paul Keres and
Alexander Kotov. The translator, Harry Golombek svedso a very strong GM of the
time Harry Golombek, and wrote the first chapthris not long before reader senses
that this is not just any chess book they are negpdbut one of immortality. It is
extremely well written, and covers nigh-well evéipgy which a player may come
across in the middlegame. It sections things odfuiéully, making for an easier read,
with extremely interesting prefaces to each chapter

| feel this book hugely improved my understandifighe game as a whole, and even
though it is an old book, it is something of a slasand contains information that will
never be outdated, as it goes through strategies phans for every situation
imaginable.

In addition to sending us one of the games he glayleen representing Ireland at a
world junior event, Stephen also analysed and seitiis favourite game by Keres.

Keres,P - Sajtar,J [B94]
Amsterdam ol (Men) fin-A Amsterdam (10), 09.1954
Notes by Steven Hanley and Mark Quinn IM

This is my favourite game of all time. It showsthat even though some things in
chess get outdated, bravery, skill, and creativéyer go out of fashion.
1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 (D)

8) 98
& &
&

! ! #

$& & &'

(+ 9%* % +-

101234567
MQ- This move was originally championed by the Argeiatingrandmaster Miguel
Najdorf and would eventually become known as thgldl& variation.
6.Bg5
The old main line which is not played so often ndasgs, but is still a very dangerous
attacking weapon. White develops his bishop totigfatening to take black's knight
on f6, thereby doubling his pawns.

6...Nbd7
An acceptable line although more common now is e6.
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7.Bc4

MQ- White's pieces are all developed to natural sguambich will enable them to

combine effectively in the middlegame. With Bc4,itgheyes up the weak f7 square
and his bishop exerts pressure on the a2-g8 dihgona

7...6 8.0-0 Qc7

MQ- Black attacks the bishop on c4, hoping to dgaire by chasing it backwards, but
he is still somewhat behind in development. Perhdps a better option as this will
free the b7 square for the bishop. Here, the na8ir&8e7 would be a mistake, as it
would make white's next move even stronger, asgth@pawn would no longer be

protected.
9.Bxe6!(D)
8 98
) &
& %
9%
! ! #
$& & &'
(+ *+, -
101234567

Even the all-knowing and all-seeing computers adatowould probably shirk from
such a bold move. Here Keres, trusts his intuiind while he probably couldn't see
the eventual outcome, he may have suspected thatrbuing position would place
his opponent under considerable pressure. Whitevemthe pawn around the black
king and also frees up the d5 square which hisrdthight will soon hop into. The
white knight on €6 is a real thorn in the side latk's position.

9...fxe6 10.Nxe6 Qc4

The gueen is under attack and has to find refugeesdnere. He could go to b8 but
this doesn't look too promising after Nd5, NxN, @, when the Queen would be
very much out of the game.

11.Nd5!
8 98
&
& n
! 9%
! #
$& & &'
(+ *+, -
10 1234567

MQ- A thematic and obvious move. White blocks thechttiiom the black queen to
his knight on e6 and sets up the nasty threat @f ¢fieck, forking the black king and
rook on a8. If black swaps knights on d5, not oniyl the white pawn on d5
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consolidate the white knight on e6, the openinghef e-file will set the stage for

white's rooks to join the attack.

11...Kf7

By moving his king, black defends against the tteeed knight fork on c7, but now

gives up his right to castle. As noted alreadyBldck takes on d5, and White takes
back with the pawn, after Rel, the K may well beéa to move anyway. White has
achieved his goal to displace the black king and &im from castling to safety. Now

he must continue on and complete the attack whechas started.

12.Bxf6 Kxe6??

A poor decision. The black king will be extremekpesed and effectively doomed in
the centre of the board, as white's pieces aremely active and well placed to

continue the attack.

13.Bc3
Bd4 is also good
13...Nf6?(D)
8 98
&
&
! 9% #
$& & &'
(+ *+, -
101234567

Black makes another error of judgement, which whitev capitalises on brilliantly.
To release the pressure, black enables white teeraasimple knight fork, winning
and ‘exchange’, i.e. a bishop or knight for a rodkwever, before he takes the rook,
white chooses to weaken black’s kingside pawn sirec making it harder for black
to hide his king.

14.Bxf6 gxf6 15.Nb6

A simple fork winning the black rook on a8. If wiig knight can escape scot-free
from the corner, white should win easily.

15...Qc6 16.Nxa8 Be7

White, now with his material regained, with intdreshows some great technique in
finishing off a won game. 16...b5 17.Qd5+ A) 17d7/K18.c4 Bb7 (18...bxc4 19.Racl
Bb7 20.Qf7+ Be7 21.Rxc4! Qb5 22.Rc7+ Kd8 23.Qxel#)Qxc6+ Kxc6 20.cxb5+
axb5 21.Racl+ Kd7 22.Rc7+ Ke6 23.Rxb7; B) 17...Qk8Mc7+! Kd7 19.Nxd5
17.a4!

With the idea of a5 which will mean the white kriigian escape to b6.

17...b6

It looks as it black is going to round up the whiteght, but white has other ideas!
18.Qd5+! (D)
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18...Kd7

18...Qxd5? 19.Nc7+ Ke5 20.Nxd5 Bd8 21.Rfel f5 22 k&6 23.Radl Bb7 24.c4+-
19.Ra3!

Another White piece is brought into the fray ang &opes black had to picking up
the knight on a8 evaporate. Keres notes himsetf tha this type of position, all
roads lead to Romel9...Bd8

19...Bb7 20.Qxc6+ Kxc6 21.Rc3+ Kd7 22.Nxb6+ Ke6f28- 20.Nxb6+!

Keres unleashes a neat tactical trick and at tlisitp Sajtar saw no point in
continuing, and resigned due to the lines thabwll0...Qxb6

20...Bxb6 21.Qf7+ Kd8 22.Qxf6+ Kc7 23.Qxh&1.Qf5+ Ke7

21...Kc7 22.Rc3+ Kb7 23.Qxc8+ Ka7 24.Rd1+ or 2E8K2.Qxc8+22.Qxc8 1-0

Karimov,S (1400) - Hanly,S (1246) [B90]
WYCC U10 (6), 28.10.2003
Annotations by Steven Hanley and Mark Quinn IM

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6

The Najdorf variation once again. Let's see howplste handles this exciting and
aggressive opening. By 5....a6 black prevents windm being able to use the b5
square and stops Bb5 check which can be annoyorgthE moment he does not let
white know what he plans to do in the centre, wletie will chase the well placed
knight on d4 or play more quietly with e6 and B&©6 and Bg76.Be3 e5!

8) 98
&
&
&
! 9% #
$& & &'
(+ *,% +-
101234567

Black chases the knight from the centre. The osdy drawback to this move is that it
weakens the d5 square and that if white manageettdis knight into this square,
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black cannot chase it away with a pawn. Remember éifective Keres's knights

were in the last game on d5 and e6!

7.Nb3 Beb6 8.f3 Be7 9.Qd2 0-0

While this is playable, more common and perhapsdeuare 9...b5 or Nb8-d7.

10.94 b5 11.h4 (D)

Here, instead of 11. h4, my opponent could havertaddvantage of my slack move
order by g5!. This move would mean that my kniglowd have to go to d7, leaving
no room for my b8 knight. White could also now thiabout popping his ¢3 knight

)

98 &
&8
&
&
P 9% #
$& )* '
(+ % +-
101234567

into d5, as were | to exchange it by Bxc6, afteitfexhe white pawn would stop my
b8 knight from developing to c6.

11...Qc7

Black will now try to make use of the half openile-f

12.0-0-0

MQ-White castles queenside and now both sides waickteach other's king's by
advancing their pawns. But who will be first...

12...Rc8

Building up pressure on the c-file. The rook aneéejuwork nicely together to build
up x-ray pressure on white's c2 square.

13.h5 b4

White's attack is taking a while to get going, dakck's pieces are poised to swoop.
The White Knight is forced back, giving me an exgmpo for my attack.

MQ-By advancing the black "a" and "b" pawns, opere the defenders in front of
white's king are forced to retreat

14.Ne2 a5! (D)

) 98&
&8
& &
&

" 9% #
$& ) '
+ 9% +-

101234567
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Black's attack gathers pace and now white must niweking to allow the white
knight on b3 to find refuge on c1.

15.Kb1

This looks like another wasted move, as ideallytevshould at least be trying to get
some counterplay on the other side of the boarteadly however, Black is in the
driving seat.

15...a4

Another tempo gained.

16.Nbc1 b3

No wasting of time here by Black, as | power orotlgh the White defensive line.
While this may look like it loses a pawn, in realthe pawn exchanges will strip
away the defences around the white king. If youdmithis with pawns, all the better,
although in the last game, we saw how Keres acHiévis by sacrificing his bishop
for a few key pawns.

17.cxb3 axb3 18.a377? (D)

& 9% #

$ & )*u 1
"+ 0% +-

101234567

This is a huge blunder, letting me wreak havoch@White position. MQ-The best
defence is Ne2-c3 blocking the c-file and givingthp a2 pawn, but black still has
great attacking chances. 18.Nc3 bxa2+ 19.Kal

18...Qc2+!

The black queen launches a stinging attack agtdiaswhite king. White cannot swap
gueens here as after Qxc2 check, bxc2, the blask paould take the white rook on
d1 and promote to become a queen!

19.Kal At first sight it looks as if the white position gfit hold. The position seems
blocked and white seems to have weathered the starian elegant coup de grace is
in the offing...19...Rxa3+!! (D)

98 &
&8
&

! 9% #
$ & )*n 1

o "+ 0 +-
101234567
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A beautiful combination that strips away the lasfethces around the black king. Now
mate is imminent.

20.bxa3 b2#

Nothing is more satisfying than a mate that isardy the result of a good build up,
but is also pleasing to the eyel
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Tactical Wizardry

Stephen Hanley’s game earlier finished with a fatitacombination leading to mate.
A great way to learn about tactics is to test yelfisvery day by solving puzzles
which appear in newspapers such as the Irish TitWesasked Ireland’s top player,
Grandmaster Alexander Baburin to send us two ofavisurite tactical puzzles. See if
you can solve them — set the positions up on adh@ad try and puzzle them out
using the clues we give you. The solutions to Ipattwles appear on the next page.

A)
8 Maevskaya - Kirienko
Kiev Kiev, 1974
888(_ & White to play and mate in four moves!
" Hint 1: Black’s king is stuck in the corn
with few squares to escape to, and
& " White knights are lurking with intent.
! & # Hint 2: If you're stuck, try solving thi
$ 0% & &' position with white’s queen removed.
(+ +, -
101234567
B)
Korobov- Guree
Moscow, 1978
* 08 Black to play and win!

Hint 1. White has an extra pawn, but «
black take advantage of white’s we
back rank (row 1)?

| # Hint 2: Are any of white’s defende
) overloaded —trying to do too much i

$ "& &' once?
( + , B Hint 3: Sometimes you have tdvg a

/01234567 little to get a lot!!

Solutions on next page!
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Introducing the Irish Chess Union Women'’s Officer:
Gearoidin Ui Laighléis

A bhuachailli agus a chailini,
Is mise Gearodidin Ui Laighléis agus ¢
mé ag obair mar Oifigeach na mBan (Wome
Officer) do Chumann Fichille na hEireann.
| am delighted to talk you in this first issue (
Junior Chess Corner.
Unlike yourselves | only started
playing chess when | was an adult but just like
you all, | love the game and spend as much
time as | can playing games and trying fo
improve. | love spending time looking &
tactics, but have to admit that that | dorfit
spend enough time on my openings.

After | first learned how to play chess | fell madih love with the game and

neglected all other past times for a while.
One of the most exciting and wonderful things tpgen to me in my life (outside of
family and friends of course) is to have been chaseplay for Ireland in several
Olympiads and European team competitions. My firsgrnational was in Kalmykia,
a small province in Russia, and | remember beingxatted and emotional the first
day of the tournament that | could hardly rememingrown name never mind my
openings!!

However | did survive and ended up on 50%, 6% 6udi3owhich was a fairly
good result for the first outing.

| consider it a huge honour and privilege to play lreland and | am still
extremely nervous and in awe at the beginning ohe&ampetition. To play for one’s
country is a wonderful achievement which is veff§iclilt to beat.

I have been wonderfully blessed also with a lovidle girl and Aisling made
her first appearance at the 2004 Olympiad at thdeteage of 10 months (see picture
on next page). Aisling now accompanies me to mbsh® tournaments and she is
able to set the pieces up on the board but shetiet’interested in the game just yet!!
We’ll give her another couple of years, | think.gbes without saying of course that
it would be impossible for me to play at all withotlhe constant support of my
wonderful husband Con.

My most memorable game | think is the one playethen4 NCL in England
against WIM Rita Zimmerman. | hadn’t been chosertlie Olympiad team that year
and was feeling a little miserable about it, apesfectly normal, but then you just
have to shake yourself and say “right! lll be bettext time!!” It was really good to
go to England that month and draw against a veghilhirated Woman International
Master.

My most embarrassing game has to be one of the gavhieh | played in
Kalmykia. Brian Kelly was standing in as our captéhat day and as you all know,
Brian is one of our brightest stars and soon tmbec Grand Master. Brian by the
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way is also one of the loveliest people on thimetaand | love him dearly. This

particular day | was playing a much weaker playet bad a very nice position. | was
thrilled thinking that this was a wonderful wayitopress Brian. | then managed to
win another 3 pieces. That sounds “alright” | hgaun say!!! But no, | actually had

too many pieces on the board and they weren’t wigrkogether at all. It took me

absolutely ages to win the game as my opponennbadtention of resigning and |

think Brian was extremely confused as to how anyoméd possibly play the way |

did. Gentleman that he was, and is, however, hegasl that | had a very good
position!!!!

My second most embarrassing game was the one egblagainst Stephen
Hanley in 2004. It was my first tournament sindeatl had Aisling (that's my excuse
and I'm sticking to it!") and Stephen flew up theabd at me and mated me in 11
moves. | am still convinced that Steven had 4 knights on the board but the 100 or
so people who were in the room at the time assmedthat he had only 2. It certainly
seemed like he had a lot more. Stephen as you ksvanother of our rising stars and
the last | saw of him he was playing in the MasterBunratty. Go n-éiri leat,
Stephen!! Beidh tu ar fheabhas!

| absolutely love the tournaments in Ireland. Aletplayers are very nice
people and | now have a lovely bunch of “chessnfi®. There is also a lovely
atmosphere at the tournaments. | especially loeeBiitz competitions at Kilkenny

and Bunratty when we
all get a chance to play
against grandmasters. |
really enjoyed offering
GM Mark Hebden a
draw in the blitz in
Kilkenny this year. He
declined for some
strange reason!!!
Another gorgeous lad!
Talking of nice
lads, it would be great
if we had a lot more
“laddettes” or “lassies”
or girls or women and

that's one of the
Here is a picture of Gearéidin with Aisling liningp with the Irish reasons I'm really
team, Debbie Quinn to her left, Suzanne Connelhetaight, as interested in getting all the

they prepare to play Iraq in Calvia, at the Olyngi2004. girls together. It is really

important for the Irish Chess Union to know whatad you have for female chess in
Ireland so please let me know what you think.

| really love my role as Women’s Officer as | feébht there is a wealth of
talent out there and that it's just a matter otiggtit all together. | am asking all the
girls out there to come up to me at the tournamiéytsu don't already know me and
say hello (or better still, Dia Duit!) as I'd lote meet you all. You'll recognise me as
I normally have Aisling in tow in between gamesddking forward to seeing you all
at the tournaments.

Té suil agam go bhfeicfidh mé sibh roimh i bhfddnSo faill.

Gearoidin
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Meet the Parents

Taking those first steps in the world of chess lbara daunting prospect, not
just for kids but also for their parents. We deddo ask a number of parents to
describe their own experiences of accompanying ttfeidren to chess tournaments,
and also any advice that they would give to pareand kids starting out. We
received an incredibly enthusiastic response froamyrparents, who also had some
creative ideas as to how Irish Junior chess mighpfomoted and developed. Here
we include a selection of comments, observatiomsaavice from a cross-section of
parents whose children are actively involved inssha Dublin, Kilkenny, Galway
and Shannon.

Fiona Cormican: Spotlighting Junior Chess In The Géway Region

My four children learned how to play chess fromitHather, who in turn
learned it from a college friend who he shared awoodation with. They had the
basics at about 4/5 years of age and played, ngt seriously, at home between
themselves and with Martin for a number of yeafseyl caught the chess bug when
Bernadette Colgan of Galway library service cameuolocal library in Oranmore on
a temporary placement in summer 2001 and set ly@ssdournament for the summer
(as she has done in other areas of Galway) in wthielg all played and did o.k.
Around the same time Ronan Duke gave a talk/dematiwst in Galway city library,
interest was further stimulated. They signed up fiwmal teaching sessions with
Ronan, and became regular attendees at his Suoday pompetitions in Galway
bridge centre. John Alfred started running sumnangs in Galway in 2004, they
enjoyed those and learned a lot. Also we were luckye able to avail of some
coaching from Rashid Ziatdinov, now a GM, when heswn Galway for 6 months in
2004/05, thanks to Niall Murphy from Knocknacarreess club.

At about the same time, | was on the parents' cor@enof our local national
school (Clarinbridge) and it was mentioned in pagst one of the meetings that it
would be a good thing to have some chess in theaschVith the consent of the
principal, Sean Holian, | asked Ronan (and latex Rammins) to come and do some
teaching there. We entered teams from the schabkitheckmate and more recently
John Alfred’s chess-z school competitions and titerést and enthusiasm among the
kids is huge. | would say though that it needs eemaor teacher with serious
commitment to keep it going in the national schadsthere are so many competing
activities. Also | felt initially that it was lookkon as being a bit dubious/elitist, but
not any more, although one or two parents have nmdtheir kids are interested in
chess but don’t want their classmates to know'sssdt a "cool" thing to be into!! A
lot of the kids who started playing chess in theomal school now go regularly to the
Sunday rapidplays which are now run by John Alfied a few have asked about the
"next step" / the 3 day weekenders/ rating systemosy do you get to play for
Ireland?

My oldest, David, was picked to play for Galway @m inter-county event in
June 2002 and the following year for the inter-pmoials. He was the first to play in
a 3 day tournament and won a grading prize in thiev&y open (as it was then) in
2003. Nice encouragement. The following year my btddest went to Bunratty. We
spent most of the weekend in a state of bewildetjmi@rowing nothing about the
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rating system However we gradually got it together, got to knpeople at the
tournaments, and now they go to as many of the areddes as we can manage.

Also they play in Galway chess
club winter league, and have go
some great "ad hoc" coaching i
there from playing strong players|
and analysing games etc. | shoul
also mention N.U.I.G. chess societ
who have been very active this ye
organising simuls and lectures an
very kindly invite interested juniors
to attend.

In the last few years John (aged 1
has played for Ireland agains
Sussex, Sarah has played twice
the Faber girls team, and in the tri
nations, and Ruth also in the tri
nations, and in the E.U.
championships last August. It was
big honour to be asked to play fo
the country and largely a positiv
and enjoyable experience. From
parents point of view, the expens
and domestic hassle of having to b
out of the country with 1/2 children for 10 daysaving others at home, was
considerable, but worth it, although, speaking foyself, it would be nearly
impossible to do during term time . Also | thinletbhess union should try to send a
coach/ mentor along to the high profile eventanash to help the kids deal with the
tension and the inevitable bad days, as to coach.

| have not been able myself to master more thamaine minimum of chess, and can't
really see why it becomes such a passion, | féil af a fraud when taking carloads
of kids around to school matches and worry that dispute about a game arises |
won't be able to sort it but so far that hasnisan. Two good things about the
weekenders are that | don’t have to cook and t@eatch up on my reading during
interminable chess games, now that | have gottiennty head that there is no point
in me hovering over the table.

My kids have got a lot from being involved in chesspecially as an alternative to

computer games and T.V. It's a wonderful activitgl & feel it teaches them to cope

with losing and blundering and to accept that thaye to make mistakes themselves
before moving on. It is also great to see thenmtaand learning from older or more

mature players and to have the opportunity to cdenpgainst players from other

countries. | don’t think that any other activity wd have given them these

opportunities.
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James and Maura Osbourne on the Benefits of ChessrfKids and their Parents.

When Sam Osborne, son of James and Maura, wasdpBttein the Irish Junior

Championships U 12 held in St Benildus Colleggé&red many doors for both Sam
and his parents. Following his selection to reprdséreland at a triangular

tournament in Scotland, which the Irish team wde team were rewarded with a
visit to Aras an Uachtarain to meet
President Mary  MacAleese.
Shortly after this, Sam met Fran
Scott from St Benildus college an
chess club and found in S
Benildus the perfect atmosphere t
enjoy chess socially while
improving and attaining many
titles for the school and club. Sa
has since represented Ireland a
The World Youth Chess
Championships, Crete, the
Glorney Team in Liverpool and the
U18 Team event in Hungary. Her
James and Maura share their|
thoughts on what kids and thei
parents can look forward to when
attending tournaments and th
short and long-term benefits of th
sport of chess. They also provide
helpful explanation for that most
puzzling and confusing of entities
the Chess Rating System!

Chess is unique in that it is
one of the few sports in which
parents, can participate with thei
children, on an equal footing a
age is no barrier. We have als
noticed that chess has a number
particular benefits for kids, and
have made a list of the mos
important!

1. Playing chess helps build
child's confidence.
2. It also helps kids express thei
opinions and to relate to adults.
3. Kids learn about decision
making and the importance of being able to makeh@ice, and then accept the
outcome.

4. Playing chess emphasizes the importance of mapage's time, an essential life
skill.

5. Chess helps build mental stamina and concemtrati
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6. Now matter how strong a player you child becagnpésyers of all levels will see
the results of their hard work and preparation peiewarded with progress and
success. Winning a match tyurnament is not the only benefit, sometimes just
knowing that you played well or had an exciting gsms enough to reward your
effort.

7. Chess teaches children not just how to win guety and also how to accept
defeat.
8. Chess is one of those rare spor
that brings together people from al
different backgrounds, cultures an
ages, thanks to a common interest,

When getting involved in chess, w
were surprised to learn that no
every chess tournament is th
same, either in duration or format
as there are events from as little
3 hours on a Sunday afternoon, to
one day rapid, to a 3 day
weekender, right up to a full 9-da
FIDE Internationally rated
tournament. So, you or your child
can participate at any level tha
suits you!

Some things that we have learnt
as chess playing parents!

1. You learn more from a loss tha
from a win, if you go over your
games afterwards with your
opponent. This also helps t
develop friendships. Aim to get a
point or even half a point from the
event, and then improve on thi
score at the next events. Try ne
openings and plans instead of ju
focusing on winning. Take your
time and have fun!
2. Age has no bearing on a
opponent’s ability.
3. Don’t be obsessed with ratings
they can cause you to be afraid t
take risks and chances in case y
lose a few points. If you gain or
lose a large number in one event
will usually balance out over the
next few tournaments, the rating
are calculated only a few times
year.
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4. You can make wonderful friends through accompanyou kids to weekend
events and longer events abroad. These are oftgriepgou might not meet in the
normal course of life. We've been lucky in that hn@ve made some very close
friends, with whom we often travel together and rehaccommodation. On a
cautionary note however, we would suggest tha @fien not a good idea to try and
turn one of these events into a family holiday.hey are enjoyable but can also be
hard work and stressful as you often need to bkaatl to give moral support ,
especially to younger players. Regardless of trength of your child, when they
lose, as we all must sometimes, there is the iabMtdisappointment and having put
so much energy into a game they may need someativag from the crowd.

First Impressions and Ideas for the Future: Noreerand Paul Griffiths

The most important piece of advice for parents tmatcan give to parents is
to enjoy the experience and not to be too disheaddf your child does not do too
well in his/her first few tournaments. If possilitg to encourage your kids to watch
as many games as possible in order to learn frone experienced players. Our first
impressions of Irish Chess were that they werebyua number of dedicated people
who gave their time voluntarily to run these ever@sir gratitude lies with these
people without whom chess in Ireland would be astamnter. It can really help your
child's progress to accompany them to tournamény®u have the opportunity, as
your child will recognise that you support whatyttaee doing by encouraging them to
reach their goals. While you might think otherwisdhess tournaments can be
remarkably sociable places, as parents share acfthege stories concerning their
respective children’s trials and tribulations. Téteess world is remarkably diverse
and you will meet a whole host of people from difet social, ethnic and cultural
backgrounds. The first question you will ask yolirge what on earth you will do,
when your child is locked in battle on the chesardo There are in fact loads of
options. You can watch the game, socialize, goaowalk, or even use leisure
facilities which may be at hand, especially if tharnament is taking place at a hotel.

There is no question as to the huge contributiat thish chess organizers
make in organizing massive events often on a stingst The venues of lIrish
Tournaments might be said to lag somewhat behianl Buropean counterparts due
in main to lack of sponsorship in Ireland for ttee and the relative cost of venues
here vis-a-vis their European counterparts. Mslekend tournaments are undeniably
sociable and as many chess players are intenkowttull advantage of the weekend
break, if possible it is always a good idea to @yetedroom away from the bar area,
especially if your child has an important game kgt day and needs a good night's
sleep. As our own son got more interested in cardsmproved, we had a chance to
travel abroad. The British Championships in thie Isf Man were a pleasure to
attend, e.g. lots of peripheral chess activity, dJoommunications and a venue that
conveyed a sense of importance to the tournantemiade all the players feel special
and the odd chess celebrity turning up was alsoetouch.

Quite unexpectedly chess has become a very bigopaar own lives and it
would be great if something could be done to rdime status of chess in Ireland,
perhaps by setting 5 years targets, so as to ser@ number of players (especially
juniors) and set in place definitive targets whitight help achieve future IM's,
GM'’s etc. At the moment, we feel chess in Irelasidess an international activity as
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opposed to a national activity, which leaves iittéelisolated from mainstream chess
in Europe. Perhaps, in the future it might be gassio have an ‘Irish Junior Team’,
comprising the highest rated players at any gives,tin other words comprising a
rolling stock of children. This team might represdreland abroad in various
European and world events. This could be kick-statty entering an lIrish junior
team in the Engliskour Nations Chess Leag§éNCL), which takes place over four
weekends each year and would provide valuablenatemal experience and IM and
GM Norm possibilities for Irish juniors. Ideallyhe¢ members of this ‘Irish Junior
Team’ panel should receive specialist coachingedr round and these same coaches
might also accompany the children when represernteignd abroad. We could even
have an Irish team kit, eight green jerseys fonga, which might give them a sense
of unity and cohesion. This would encompass evargthkids like — team
competition, national pride, international honow#&o knows, wearing a ‘team strip’
might help to further revolutionise the game (literts and snooker did), and give
chess an even greater appeal to juniors.

Chess Families

John and Robert White

Robert White from Kilkenny is only 11 years old,thaiready has an impressive
current rating of 1640. His first big success cam2004 when he became all Ireland
Novices champion and the following year he becathedand under-10 champion.
Despite his young years, Robert has already pldgedreland on a number of
occasions, in the World, European and EuropeanrJblieder-10 championships in
France, Austria and Montenegro respectively. Afgaining this invaluable
experience against the best players of his agessctoe world, last August in
Swansea, he won the British Under-11 championshipsad of the top English,
Scottish and Welsh juniors. Here is one of hig gases from last year, in which he
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shows a great deal of tactical awareness, whetativedy quiet opening, becomes a
highly exciting tactical battle in the middlegame.

Bajzar, T (1780) - White, Robert (1495) [C54]
29.04.2006
Annotations by Mark Quinn

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Bc5 4.¢3 Nf6 5.d4 Bd6 (D)

8)
& & &
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&

%&
! & ! #
$& & &'
(+"9%* , +-
101234567

This is a little passive and black can consideintakhe pawn with the following
possible variation. 5...exd4 6.cxd4 Bb4+ 7.Nc3a®ypical counterattack in the
centre, which is enabled by the awkward pin on Wiknight on c3. 8.exd5 Nxd5
9.Bxd5 Qxd5 10.0-0 Bxc3 11.bxc3 0-0

6.d5

Now the game becomes a tense positional strugglehich black has good chances.
if white had swapped pawns and played a quické4;duld have taken advantage of
the awkward placing of black's dark squared bisdogh knight. 6.dxe5 Nxe5 7.Nxe5
Bxe5 8.f4 Bd6 (8...Nxe4 9.Qh5! Nd6 10.Qxe5+ Kf8Bd3+-) 9.e5 Ne4 10.Bxf7+
Kxf7 11.Qd5+ Ke8 12.Qxe4 Bc5 13.Be3 Bxe3 14.Qxe3+

6...Ne7 7.Qc2 Ng6 8.0-0 0-0 9.h3 Be7 10.Be3 d6 bANBd7 12.Qb3 (D)
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& & 898 &
&
&
%
I*& O%" #
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(+ +, -

101234567

Black's position is very solid and white decide$ryoand play on the queenside to
make use of his space advantage there

12...Qc8

Defending the b7 pawn, but also setting up theipihi$g of sacrificing the light-
squared bishop on h3 to quickly bring the queeto attack the white king.
13.Rfd1
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Now taking on h3 is risky and white can drop hshop back from c4 to f1 to harass
the black queen and then go to g2 to provide sawerdor the white monarch.
13...a6 14.a4 Qb8 15.Bd3 Re8 16.c4 b6 17.Rdcl &' (

& 898 &
& &
& &
I*0%9%" #
$& " &
(+ + , -
101234567

This is a very good positional move making it hemdwhite to push his queenside
pawns and squeeze bladl8.Qc3 Ra7 19.b4 Qa8

While black's rook on a7 may look a little out ¢éqe, in reality he is eyeing the
weak a4 pawn. White can't afford to exchange oasathe rook would spring into
life, so he is forced into closing the queensiieb5 h6 21.c5 (D)

& 898 &
& & &
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Frustrated at his attempts to open up black’s cuigerwhite makes what looks like a
promising pawn sacrifice to allow his knight to a®to the active c4 square and
attack the weak pawn on a5. On first sight it loakthough black dare not take c5
with the d-pawn, as he would lose his kings pawn btack has a spectacular surprise
in store for whiteR21...dxc5 22.Nxe5 Nxd5!! (D)

& 898 &
& &
& & n

I )*%9%% #
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Black now unleashes a brilliant combination whidbwas his rook on e8 to come into
play and his bishop to get on to the al-h8 diagwiithl devastating consequences for
white's position.

23.exd5 Bf6!

Now white is in big trouble as the black bishogyging up the white queen and rook
on al. Here white's best chance is to avoid théyiRb1 followed by Qb3, but
already a pawn down and with a weak d5 pawn arntkisipieces poised to attack,
black would be very much in control.

24.f4? Nxeb 25.fxe5 Rxe5

Taking with the bishop would also be good as aétking the rook on al, the white
bishop would be hanging on e3.

26.Qb3 Rxe3 27.Rabl1? (D)

&8 &
& 98 &
& &
I* % #
$ n 1
(++ : -
/01234567:

White misses his last chance with Ra3 as he nowsamato another awkward pin,
which loses his bishop on d3 Better was 27.Ra32Bf®c4 Bxd3 29.Rxd3 Rxd3
30.Qxd3 Bd4+ 31.Kh1l Qxd5! though Black remains am t

27...Bf5 28.Qa2 Rxd3 29.Rf1 Qxd5 30.Qxd5 Rxd5 31.&b

All black has to do is bring his a7 rook into trente and his material advantage
should quickly tell.

31...Bc2 32.Re8+ Kh7 33.Ne4 Bxe4 34.Rxe4 Rd4 35 RRa8 36.Rxd4 cxd4
37.Rd1 Rd8 38.Rd3

White tries to stop the pawn but it is only a mattetime before the pawn advances.
38...Re8 39.Kf2 Re5 (D)
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Setting up another trap.
40.Kf3
40.Rxd4 Rf5+ 41.Ke3 Bxd4+ 42.Kxd4 Rf4+
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40...Rc5 41.Ke2 Rc3 42.Rd1 Ra3 43.Rc1 d3+

The pawn advances with check and due to the tbfégg5 check, white cannot go to
dz2

44 Kd1 Rc3 (D)
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White resigns as after Bg5, white will have virtyalo move as he constantly has to
watch for Rc1 mate, so black can saunter in wighking and take the remaining king
side pawns and advance to queen with mate 45.FRbR§4 Bg5 46.Rb1 Kg6 47.Ral
Kf5 48.Kel d2+ 49.Kd1 Rcl+ 50.Rxcl dxc1Q+] 45...BgbRal Kg6 47.Rb1 Kf5
48.Kel d2+ 49.Kd1 Rcl+ 50.Rxcl dxclQ+

0-1

A very impressive victory from one of Ireland’sghitiest prospects. But Robert is not
the only chess player in his family as his fathehn] who plays for the Kilkenny
Armstrong team is also an extremely strong playbo wf late has begun to play
internationally.

" # $ $ N&

&)

+  # &
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Here John makes the first move with white agait& Russian Grandmaster
Alexander Chernaiev at the recent Surrey Congregss both players get ready for
the ensuing battle, GM Chernaiev seems to be silohg up before he decides what
opening to play. In the background to John’s rigltu may notice a certain

spectator. We are not sure, but could this befémeous actor Malcolm McDowell?

Is he a chess fan? While we can’t show you theedagtween John and Chernaiev in
this issue, here is John’s hard fought win agaM&imen’s Grandmaster Jovanka
Houska at the recent European Team Championship8ustria last September,

where the Kilkenny senior team competed.

White,J - Houska,J (2364) [B10]
22nd European Club Cup 2006 (1), 08.10.2006

1.e4 c6 2.d3 d5 3.Nd2 e5 4.Ngf3 Bd6 5.93 Nf6 6.Bg27.0-0 Re8 8.Rel Bg4 9.h3

Bh5 10.Nf1 dxe4 11.dxe4 Qc7 12.94 Bg6 13.Ng3 ablfi4.Na6 15.Nhf5 Bf8 16.95
Rad8 17.Qe2 Nd7 18.h4 Bxf5 19.exf5 e4 20.f6 g6 (D)
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21.h5 Ndc5 22.hxg6 fxg6 23.Qc4+ Kh8 24.Be3 b5 22.Qe5 26.Radl Kg8 27.Qg4
Rd5 28.Qh4 Red8 29.Qg4 Re8 30.Rb1 h5 31.gxh6 Q&xMEx224 Nxe4 33.Bxed
Rde5 34.Bxg6 R8e7 35.Bd3+ Kf7 36.h7 Bg7 37.c4 N8ARBd1 Nxd3 39.Rxd3 Qg6
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40.Qxg6+ Kxgb 41.cxb5 cxb5 42.Red1 Kxh7 43.Rd5 Kda<g2 a4 45.b3 axb3
46.axb3 Bf6 47.Kf3 R7e6 48.Rxe5 Rxe5 49.Rd6 Ri5:KHa Re5 (D)

4 08
L 9% #
$ & '
( -
101234567

51.Rxf6+ Kxf6 52.Bd4 Ke6 53.Bxe5 Kxe5 54.f4+ Kf6.B83 Kf5 56.Ke3 b4 57.Kf3
Kf6 58.Ke4 Ke6 59.Kd4 1-0

Tactical Tales of Derring-do with Nicky and Oisin Benson

Anyone who has attended Irish Che§s
tournaments in the last couple of years
have noted the steady progression
Dubliner Oisin Benson, from junior tg
senior tournaments. What you may n@t
know however, is that Oisin’s mum Nick
who took up the game quite by chance tWo
years ago, is also becoming a strong ahd
creative player in her own right. Her
below, see how Qisin gains the upper h
against an  experienced  Womenfs
International master following some de
tactical magic in the middlegame!

d

& 98
& Benson,O - Lauterbach,| [A41]
& & EU Ch Cork 2005 (1.52), 2005

32.Qh7! Rc7 33.Rxd5 Red7 34.Nc5 Qc6 35.Nxd7+
I "&* #  Rxd7 36.Qg8+ Kc7 37.Rhd1 Rxd5 38.Rxd5 Bf6

$8& + ' 39.Qf7+

s And white went on to earn a big scalp.

/01234567 10,62
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Our main game in this article features Oisin’s rmeotiNicky against John
Courtney. John has been playing chess for threesy&a CBS primary school,
Kilkenny and his coach is Darko Polimac. He hast@aed the Leinster under 16
team recently and has played for Ireland in theeundi2 EU youth chess
championship in Austria last August.

Nicky played her first tournament at the Bray raplialy two years ago, as they
needed one more player to prevent there being airby@e tournament, so she
obliged. A chance occurrence quickly became anpeeted passion as Nicky herself
says: “l scored just one point off a poor beginner, abldndered at least a piece in
every round, but | was hooked, and started workimgway through Oisin's junior
chess books. | find chess provides fascination faastration in almost equal
measures, but the reward is in playing perhaps au$éw moves or a combination
within a game which work, or sometimes even win} dvhbition is to play at least
one game in which every move (by me) is a good ,nhoné still have a long way to
go!” Nicky may be doing herself a slight injustice hasethe following game was
almost a masterpiece, which any strong player wbalgroud of!

Cormican,J - Benson,N [B0O1]
Bunratty, 2007
Annotations by Nicky Benson, Additional
comments by Mark Quinn
This was played against a very promising
Junior John Cormican who is doing very
well on the Irish circuit. His siblings are
also making their mark. The opening is a
variation of the Scandinavian, (or Centre
Counter as it is known in the US). | like to
play this against e4 as it leads to exciting
tactical games which | enjoy, even if, as in
this case, | don't win!
1.e4 d5 2.exd5 Nf6 3.c4 e6
This is the Icelandic gambit, the pawn is
given up for rapid development and open
central files

4.dxe6 Bxe6 5.Nf3 Nc6 6.b3 Nd4 7.Nxd4 Qxd4 (D)

98
& & &
8
)
! #
$ & & &'
(+"9%* % +-
/01 234567

MQ- attacking the white rook on al, before white cacupy the b2 square with his
bishop. It is often a mistake to bring one's queetitoo early in the opening but here
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the timing is perfect, as she cannot be attacked4oand will be perfectly placed to
launch a dangerous attack on the exposed white king

8.Nc3 Ng4!

Black's threats are already extremely dangeroushanthreat is Qf2 with mate.
9.Qe2 0-0-0!

MQ-Black castles queenside, bringing her king to gedetd bringing her rook into
play. Soon all of black's pieces will be poised@tiack.

10.h3

This looks natural but white cannot afford to Iietdi get any further ahead in
development: better was Bb2, after which white castle queenside so as to get his
king out of immediate danger. 10.Bb2

10...BbA4!

& & &
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MQ- The black knight on g4 is immune to attack, aslblaould simply take on c3
after which white's position caves itl.Bb2

11.hxg4 Bxc3 12.Rb1 Bxg4 13.f3 Rhe8 14.fxg4 BxdB+Bkd2 Qxd2+ 16.Kf2
Rxe2+ 17.Bxe2 Qxa2l...Rhe8

Black has completed development with both rooksmen and semi-open files, and
multiple threatsl2.Na4?

Under pressure, white lashes out and tries todtigldhe black queen on d4, but now
black could finish the game in considerable st§@!.Qxd2+

I missed this mating combination 12...Bxd2+ 13.Kkf2+ 14.Kc2 Bf5+ 15.Qd3
Bxd3+ 16.Kxd2 Qe3+ 17.Kc3 a5 18.Nb6+ cxb6 19.BadN20.Kb2 Qd2# but then
I'm not Fritz!13.Qxd2 Bxd2+

13...Bxc4+ (D)

& & &
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! #
$9% ) & '
(+ 9% +-
101234567
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was much stronger: | should have looked at thelcHexperienced coach Michael
Crowe suggests that on every move you look for C&iy: Checks, Captures and
Threats which may be available to you (or your oppa) 14.Be2 Rxe2+ 15.Kf1
Rdxd2

14.Ke2 Bf5+ 15.Kf3 Ne5+ 16.Bxe5 Rxe5 17.Be2 Rde8BdBlL Bd3

18...Be4+

19.Nb2 Rf5+ 20.Kg4 Rf4+

20...h5+ was much stronger, leading to mate aghitens the mating net and reduces
the king's escape squares 21.Kh4 Bg5+ 22.Kg3 B8IKI# (23.Kf3 Bh2#) 23...Rh8
24.Bxh5 Rhxh5+ 25.Kg4 Be2+ 26.f3 Rhg5+ 27.Kh4 Bga#beautiful finish (D)

& & &

! 08 #
$" 8
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21.Kg3 Bf5

| was now in serious time trouble. My opponent datended extremely well despite
the mind boggling complications and after a sesiggaccurate moves, saw my
advantage evaporate.

22.Bg4 g6 23.Radl Rd4 24.c5 Bf4+ 25.Kh4 g5+ 26.KR&d8?

A terrible blunder in time pressure.

27.Bxf5+ Kb8 28.Rxd4 Rxd4 29.Rd1

Here, | ran out of time, but my opponent is nowexe ahead and winning.

1-0
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Coaches’ Profiles

John Alfred

Websites
www.chessz.com
www.chesszsales.com

Based in Munster, John has been
active coach in the Munster area for
past six years and is currently involvec
organizing chess in over twenty scho
bringing chess to upwards of five hund
chess players a week. JdBralso currer
development officer of the ICU.

John is also involved in organizi
immensely popular rapid o]F
tournaments and if you visit his webs
he already has dates and ver
organized for this and next season! If"
would like to find out mee about the
chess school leagues that John organ
upcoming junior rapidplays in tt

Munster area and beyond, or forthcomr
summer chess camps that he will

running, check out his website

www.chessz.com

John also has a chess store which stoc
chess sets, clocks, books, demo board:
etc. and if you would like to know more
about this service, see
www.chesszsales.com
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ALEXANDER BABURIN GM

Websites

A familiar and friendly face on the Irish che
scene, Alex has been Ireland’s number one ¢
player for the last eleven years aisdIreland’s
first and only chess grandmaster. A top fli
chess professional who plays regularly in
Europe and the US, this May Alex won 1
Liechtenstein Open against an extremely sti
field. Apart from his playing activities, Alex
also one of the foremost chess coaches

organizers on the Irish chess scene. Current
Dublin, there are about 430 children learr
chess through his chess program in over tw
schools.

Alex also regularly organizes chess tournam
in which upwards ©a hundred kids come -
compete and many of his students also take p
the higly successful monthly tournaments for |
run by Michael Crowe, as well as the Natio
Checkmate tournament, which usually runs fi
January to May.

Alex also has two ighly successful che:
websites. The first hosts
the personal websites of some of the world's
players including GMs Alexander Morozevic
Lev Psakhis, as well as his own website.

Also, visit to find out
more about the first ever daily chess newspapt
the web, founded and edited by Alex wh
reports on the latest chess events all arount
world, with expert analysis of the tgames ever
day and chess puzzles, articles and book revie

If you would like to find out more about Alex’s
coaching services, for schools or individuals ang
summer chess camps for kids, email him at

or come along to the
Blackrock Shopping centre on"30une at 3pm
where he will be giving a free chess

simulataneous against all-comers, sponsored b
Suner Ouinr
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MiCHAEL CROWE

Former ICU Chairman and current member of
ICU Executive, MichaeCrowe is one of the mo
well known chess coaches darorganizers i
Ireland todayAfter acting as captain to the Iri:
Men’s Olympic team at the Novi Sad Olympiac
1990, Michael retired from competitive chess
concentrate on his coaching and orgamgz
activities. Founder and editor of thesh Chess
Journalfor 13 years, he was also Chairman of
Irish Chess Union for 3 termdoday Michae
teaches some 300 hundred children ches
schools in the Greater Dublin Area and he ru
kids chess touament on the first Sunday of eve
month, which usually involves the participation
50 children.

Thus far, Michak has coached 9 Irish Juni
champions and two Irish intermediate champir
Amongst his former students are Irish Jui
Internationals Pdibempsey and Karl McPhillip:
An experienced International arbiter, who has
numerous Irish Championships and who
Tournament Director of the Dublin Zor
tournament in 1993, he is also founder of
Scholastic Cheswvith Maurice Buckley whict
runs National Checkmateompetition, a nation-
wide schools competition annually involvi
thousands of children each year.

If you would like to know more about Michae
monthly chess tournaments for Kids in Dublin,
summer chess camps which he runs with C
Baburin, or how to go about organizing a ct
club or lessons in your school, email Mich
Crowe for further details at:

academy@eircom.net

5M
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Websites
The following are chess websites
which are very suitable for furthering IRISH CHESS WEBSITES

one's knowledge of chess. htt://WWW.icLie

The official website of the Irish Chess
Union, this contains Irish chess news,
photos, tournament reports, games,
ratings, clubs, upcoming events and
information about the organization.

. http://www.chessleague.net/lcu/
http://www.academicchess.org NUp./IWWW.CRESSIEagUE. NELX
http://www.chesskids.com/ This website covers the Leinster club

http://www.exeterchessclub.org.uk/ leagues, which are run by the Leinster

Within the site, there are very useful
and instructive sections, e.g. Click o
“Resources” — leading to Syllabus,
Lessons or Quizzes.

Chess Union. There is also a club leag
in Munster, and a big league for
individuals in Galway.

OTHER IMPORTANT WEBSITES

http://www.fide.com
Official website of the World Chess

Federation, this contains news, world
rankings, upcoming international events
and the official laws of che:

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS

June 2007
Bray Rapidplay, Esplanade Hotel, €1850, SunddyLihe.
Irish Chess Championships and Weekenders, RoydirDidbtel, €6800, Jun 30
to Jul 8

July 2007
Glorney and Faber Cups, DCU, 24%28uly

: August 2007
City of Dublin, €5000, An Oige Youth Hostel, Aug 81 Sep 2

September 2007
Galway Congress, Salthill Hotel, €4,000, Septenildel 6

For more information and an up to date calendait itp://www.icu.ie
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© Randall Munroehttp://www.xkcd.com
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Pawn Promotion

If you manage to get one of your pawns to the opgaend of the board, it gets
promoted to another piece. You can choose to tuintd a queen (which is the
popular choice!), a rook, a knight or a bishop.

Often, in endgames, most of the play revolves atame or both sides trying to get a
pawn promoted. A lot of careful study and even cotepstudies have been put into
figuring out how to win or draw in particular types endgames. For instance, in the
position below, with white to move, it's a draw, Ae must play Ke6 to keep
defending his pawn. However, if it's black’'s moves must play ...Kf7, and then
after white plays Kd7, black can’t stop him fronoproting his pawn to a queen or
rook, after which, he’ll soon win the game.

&&
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J0 1234567
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Drawing the game
There are five ways to draw a game of chess:

1)
2)

3)

4)

5)

Both sides do not have enough material to checkmatEor example, if both
sides only have a king left, it's a draw.

Fifty moves without a pawn move or a piece captuterhis is very rare, but
happens sometimes in difficult endgames.

Stalemate This means that the player whose move it is lodsgal move,

e.g. he only has a king left, and any move he mpkéshim in check. This
sometimes happens when a player is trying to chatkand makes a mistake.
Threefold repetition. If the exactsame position is repeated three times in a
game, it's a draw. This stops players from jushgan circles.

Draw by agreement The two players agree to draw. This can happen if
neither player likes his position, or if they thitilat the endgame is drawn, or
if they’re feeling lazy! This is the most commompéyof draw.
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