
 

 

ICU Junior Officer’s Report 2014-15  
Membership and Participation 
It is estimated that between 1,000-3,000 juniors engaged with chess organisers in 2014/15 learning 
chess and/or playing unrated / rapid type tournaments.  Thanks and recognition is due to the many 
schools programs and junior clubs (or clubs with strong junior sections) and especially to all the 
volunteers and coaches across the country who make this happen, often quietly and independently. 
They represent a key foundation on which the future of chess in Ireland rests. Work is ongoing to 
identify all of these and determine ways to encourage and support them. 
 
There are 767 “active” junior members on the ICU membership database (80 joiners this year). 
There are 232 on the ICU ratings list with 107 with no or provisional ratings 
125 have full ratings (indicating the number who have transitioned into classic chess). 
Many (~20) juniors in Armstrong and Munster Div 1 leagues. 
6 juniors played in the 2015 Irish Championships (in a field of 19) 
 
The numbers for girls are 93 “Active”, 26 rated (8 provisional, 18 full), 3 in the top leagues, 0 in the 
Irish Championships. 

Notable individual achievements 
• Conor O’Donnell (16) achieved FM status, member of winning Armstrong team, U16 

champion, board 1 winning Glorney team. 
• Tom O’Gorman (12) U19 champion, board prize on winning Glorney team. 
• Diana Mirza (15), 2nd place European Women’s Amateur Championships 2015 

There were many other fine achievements by juniors of all ages and stages this year – too many to 
list here but well done to all. 

Glorney Gilbert International 
Hosted by the ICU, opened by the President of Ireland, Michael D Higgins, 1st move by ECU 
President, Zurab Azmaiparashvili, prizes presented by former winners from 1958,’63,’78 and 2013, 
inaugural fun blitz well received. Event run at a small financial surplus thanks to ECU (€5000) and 
Glorney Bloodworth Trust (€700) support. 
 
Glorney Cup (U18 Open): Winners by tie break over England. First time in 52 years! 
All 5 players are eligible for 2 more years with a strong panel moving up from U14. 
English players were ranked 38th - 50th in ECF grading. We can expect a stronger selection next year 
as England look to regain the trophy. 
 
Gilbert Cup (U18 Girls):  Second on tie break to England.   
All 3 players eligible next year with others moving up to compete for places. 
 
Robinson Cup (U14 Open): Winners for the first time since its inception in 2008. 
4 were from the winning 2013 Stokes team. 
5 of the 6 will be overage next year but another 5 event veterans remain under age. 
 
 



 

 

Stokes Cup (U12 Open) : 3rd place behind England and Wales 
The experience will stand to the 4 still under 12 next year. 
A stronger squad including 2 girls is already indicated. 
 
The Irish team were sponsored by New Ireland Assurance keeping team costs on par with previous 
years. 
 
Thanks due to many including the Johnstown House Hotel, Arbiters P. Purland, I. Baburin and H. 
Scarry, coaches, parents and volunteers. 
 
See gloneycupchess.org and various reports on the ICU website for more. 

International competition 
With 40 entries across the 6 target events, 2014/15 was a very strong year for international 
participation, helped by the timing and location of many of the events. 

• World Youth U16 Olympiad 2014, Gyor, Hungary:  Team of 5 players 
• World Junior U20 CC 2015, Russia – 1 player 
• World Youth CC 2015 (U8-U18), Halkidiki, Greece – 16 players 
• European Youth CC (U8-U18) 2015, Porec, Croatia – 11 players 
• ECU EUYCC (U8-U14) 2015, Kouty, Czech Republic – 2 players  
• Jugendschach EUYCC (U8-U14) 2015, Mureck, Austria – 5 players  

Our juniors travelled to many other international events including those on the neighbouring island 
(incl. 4 in the British Championships), Spain, Portugal, Latvia, Lithuania, Germany and the USA.  
 
Target events for next year include: 

• World Junior and Girls U20 CC 2016, India 
• World Youth U14, U16, U18 CC 2016, Khanty-Mansiysk, Russia 
• World Cadets U8, U10, U12 CC 2016, Batumi, Georgia 
• European Youth CC 2016, Prague, Czech Republic 

National competition 
Irish Junior Championships - April saw 161, the largest entry for 10 years, playing the Irish Junior 
Championships. Hosted by Blanchardstown CC.  The 2016 event will be hosted by St. Benildus CC. 
 
Irish provincial events - January saw the 130 juniors playing in the Leinster Junior Championships and 
83 in the Junior Championships in Munster.   

Junior Squad Development 
The 2014-15 focus was the junior squad training program, building on the work done in recent years. 
 
35 hours of group training was delivered between March and June with 42 juniors benefiting from 
some or all of these sessions.  Thanks to the generosity of the Kilmainham Hilton Hotel and 
contributions from parents, this was delivered cost neutral to the ICU. 
 
Special thanks to David Fitzsimons FM and Colm Daly FM for all their work from March, up to and 
including the Glorney as well to Alex Baburin GM and Brendan Buckley for additional coaching 
around the event itself. 



 

 

Future Developments  
Build on the success of the Glorney Gilbert 2015 by further growth and development of the junior 
squad through coaching, tournament play and international competition. 

Ideas under consideration include: 
• Coaching delivery beyond centralised group coaching – easier said than done. 
• Squad goal setting – eg retain Glorney, Robinson, win Stokes and Gilbert, etc. 
• Squad member goal setting and general individual development plans. 

 
Grow, develop and support the wide network of grassroots pre-classic chess for novices. 

Ideas under consideration include: 
• Junior Membership(s) – other than current classic membership 

• Support for junior clubs, schools and supporting organisations 

• Further develop coaching and support resources 

• Junior grading program vs ratings for juniors – recent ad hoc feedback suggests the former 
 
Develop structures and policy with the executive, junior and selection committees 

THANKS 
It has been a personal privilege to be a part of what has been a successful year for junior chess in 
Ireland. Thanks and recognition goes to such a wide range of people, impossible to list individually 
but all worthy of mention. 
 
To ICU Patron, President Michael D. Higgins for his support of Irish Chess. 
 
To the ICU executive and, especially, ICU Chairman, Pat Fitzsimons. Chess organisation, as with life, is 
never a game of perfect and Pat was always there offering the benefit of his experience and 
guidance throughout but especially around some of my more adventurous ideas. 
 
To the junior selection committees and the provincial junior officers, to the coaches and the 
organisers, to the parents and to all of those who have volunteered in ways large and small, seen 
and unseen, throughout the year. 
 
To the wider ICU membership for their welcome and encouragement to juniors across the board. 
 
Finally, to the juniors themselves  – you are the future of Irish chess and a joy to work with.  Thank 
you for enjoying, and for making the most of, the opportunities offered to you in chess by all those 
mentioned above – that is the best way that you thank them! 
 
Desmond Beatty               September 10th, 2015 
Junior Officer 2014-15  
Irish Chess Union 
 
 
Correction 
V1.1: Sep 20th 83 (not 24) played in the Junior Championships in Munster 


