
AGM 2015 – FIDE & ECU Delegate’s Report 

History supposedly does not repeat but rhymes. During the 2013 AGM, I was in the air, on my way to 

the Tallinn FIDE Congress, when a rare contested vote at the AGM went against me (although a few 

months later the new delegate resigned and, after another contested vote, I was re-elected). During 

this year’s AGM, I should again be in the air - on my way home from the ECU Congress in 

Montenegro, but I believe that this time my candidacy is uncontested. It seems that I usually get to 

attend our AGM in even years but am elsewhere in odd years. 

Earlier this year I had the honour to be asked to represent FIDE at the opening ceremony of the 

Glorney Cup, the FIDE President being unable to attend. That also afforded me the very great 

pleasure to witness first-hand the extensive chess knowledge and understanding of ICU’s Patron, 

Ireland’s President. 

The administrative work of the FIDE offices in Athens and Elista goes on largely unaffected by 

political or election problems and they are the professionals responsible for such things as ratings 

and titles, the great drivers, along with chess in schools and training, of chess development around 

the world. On that front, it is pleasing to see the addition of many new titles, especially for trainers 

(or would-be trainers) who attended the seminar in Bunratty in February, including the world’s 

youngest (and female!). It is unfortunate that there are still problems about getting certificates and 

lapel pins to those who have qualified, but we do suffer from not having an ICU office and I am 

determined to live to see the day that we do.  

In addition to being our delegate, I was elected (in Tromso 2014) as one of the four ECU 

representatives on the FIDE Executive Board. It was also in Tromso that I was asked by Kasparov to 

be Chairman of FIDE’s Chess in Schools Commission. Subsequent to the FIDE elections, I was 

appointed CiS Chairman by FIDE President Ilyumzhinov. I was sorry to see Ali Nihat Yazici leave FIDE – 

he was and is a very strong character, as you would expect of someone who contributed so much to 

the development of chess, especially chess in schools, both in Turkey and in the rest of the world. 

That dual nomination, from both sides of the FIDE political divide, fills me with pride and, I think, 

shows that it is perfectly possible to pursue the honourable course (whether right or wrong), 

contrary to a widespread perception that you must take or, God forbid, switch sides in order to be 

‘rewarded’. 

What does a delegate do? Pretty much the same as listed in articles/199 (Being Ireland’s FIDE 

Delegate), albeit, with the development of the ECU, the workload has increased. Most importantly, 

the Delegate represents Ireland at the annual Congresses and General Assemblies of FIDE and the 

ECU. This can be quite onerous since there is no ICU contribution towards the costs of attending any 

of those meetings, as bemoaned by John Alfred in his Delegate report (articles/327) for 2010-2011 (I 

had stepped down at the 2010 AGM for health reasons). 

The Delegate acts as a go-between, endeavouring to keep the information flowing to the benefit of 

all concerned. Not least, working to adapt the best of the FIDE, & now ECU initiatives to our own 

circumstances. This representation has also resulted in support (including financial support) for our 

events from both FIDE and the ECU, notably for the Glorney. 



Several of my previous reports are available on the ICU web site and they give some background to 

the links between the ICU and FIDE and what we get out of it. In my opinion, by far the most 

important item (1970-2010) was the development of the Titles and Ratings systems in which I played 

a significant part as a member and then Chairman of the Qualification Commission (1978-1994) and 

Chairman of the Titles & Ratings Committee (1994-2003). Those two systems have been the engine 

of growth for chess worldwide, including here at home. 

Since 2010, the development of chess in schools and training has taken centre stage and I have been 

involved in translating those to national circumstances through Moves for Life (which I founded in 

2010-11 and which is currently overseen by Gary O’Grady) and ICU-TRG. I am especially pleased to 

have been able to adapt the seminar for the Club Instructor title into a distance learning course that 

has been tested over the summer and will be available, through Moves for Life, during the winter. I 

am disappointed that I have failed to get the FIDE Student Rating system adopted (or adapted) by the 

ICU for our juniors. I am firmly of the opinion that one way or another, we need a junior rating 

system. 

Taking advantage of the combination of these representative positions enabled me, thanks to 

enormous help from Colm O Muireagain, to get a meeting at Croke Park with the Director General of 

the GAA who we persuaded to publish an article about chess, Michael Cusack and the GAA in the 

GAA newsletter issue for Samhain last year. There are many opportunities in this area that we need 

to follow up on. 

Thanks to great work by Mark Orr, whatever have been subsequent contretemps, we have an 

excellent archive of previous reports (see list below) that are still available and I refer to several of 

them above. I refer to them with the number of the article (to see them, type in 

http://www.icu.ie/articles/389 and just change those three digits as appropriate). Strangely, I can’t 

find my 2014 Report but I think that all the others are still available.  

 

 

Kevin O’Connell 
Ljubljana, Slovenia (delayed trying to get to the ECU Congress) 2015.10.07 
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